
 

 
Peridot is the perfect summer stone, a gemstone colored with the green of nature and the gold 
hues of the sun. First popular nearly 4,000 years ago in ancient Egypt, the brilliant  peridot has 
made a stunning comeback in recent years and is considered the gemstone of the month of   
August and of the astrology sign Libra. Peridot is often mistaken for emerald and other green 
gems, but it has a beauty all its own. 
 

 

Green Peridot 
Peridot is gemstone-quality olivine, a mineral that is very abundant but not usually found in high 
enough quality to be used as gemstones. The name peridot was derived from either the Greek 
"peridona," (richness) or the Arabic "faridat" (gem). Peridot is also known as  chrysolite, Greek 
for "gold stone."   
 

 
The most valuable peridots are those with the richest green color, lending to gold – coloring that 
is caused by the trace amounts of iron that color the gemstone. Peridot is not very hard, ranking 
6.5 to 7 on the Mohs scale, but it is easy to care for when properly cut  and is very  durable. 
 

 

Peridot in Myth and History 
When Hawaiian natives first discovered peridot in the black sands of volcanoes, they believed 
the clear, green gemstones were the tears of the volcano goddess, Pele. Egyptian jewelry    
featured peridot, "the gem of the sun," as early as two centuries B.C., believing it connected 
them to their goddess, Isis. Peridots are said to have been a favorite gemstone of Egypt's most 
famous queen, Cleopatra. 
 

 
The Romans admired the stone for its constant color which does not change in artificial light, 
calling it "emerald of the evening."  Peridot is found in Medieval Christian churches and shrines 
and was also popular during Europe's baroque period of the 17th Century. 
 

 

Magical Significance and Powers of the Peridot 
Like most gemstones, peridot has been attributed with a long list of healing and magical powers. 
Peridot is said to protect from negativity and nightmares, aid with stress reduction and            
relaxation, acting as a tonic for the whole body, clean and heal the heart, boost medicine's    
potency, be linked with nature, enhance persuasiveness, fame, and vitality, help dreams and 
ambitions to come true, aid in finding strength and encouraging future growth 
 

Read more: http://gemstones.suite101.com/article.cfm/august_birthstone_peridot#ixzz0LSGbqKSM 
 http://gemstones.suite101.com/article.cfm/august_birthstone_peridot#ixzz0LSFE7bSI 

Article from http:\\gemstones.suite101.com 

Photos from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peridot 
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It’s August, last month of the WGMS fiscal year.  Have you paid your dues for 2009-10?  If not, it is time.  
This is also my last message as president.  It has been an enjoyable year and I have enjoyed serving as 
your president.  I hope that you were satisfied with my job performance.  Alas, it is now time to move 

back to my old position as show chairman.  There is a separate short show report   elsewhere in the newsletter.  Please 
welcome your new president, Patti Ballou, and provide her with all the support that she needs. 

If you are wanting to pick up a few items for your rock collection, or do some swapping, or do some selling, plan to attend 
our tailgate swap on August 22.  Last year’s swap was a lot of fun, and I enjoyed looking at all the other stuff.  The only 
complaint that I heard was from Peggy, who was whining about not being able to look at all the other stuff because I was 
never in our booth.  Sorry, Peggy.  I will try to do better this year.  See you on August 22. 

��
�������
���
�������
���
�������
���
�������
� , President 2009 

Thank you for the confidence you have shown in me by electing me president for the coming year.  I will do my best to 
lead WGMS through another successful year. I want to thank Gene for the great job he has done leading WGMS - he’s a 
tough act to follow.  Thanks to Gene for continuing his service to WGMS by taking on the show committee chair position.  
I look forward to a great year of field trips, learning and fellowship. I hope to see lots of members at the August swap and 
auction. 

�����������	�����������	�����������	�����������	 , President 2010 
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Junior rock pile and grab bag work dates have been set.  
They are September 12 and October 31, at the DeGoods.  
Start time is 9am, bring a dish for a pot luck lunch, and we 
will be done at after lunch in the early afternoon.   
 

If you are planning on smashing rocks, please 
bring your own hammer, safety glasses, ear 
plugs and dust mask.  If you have some rocks to 
donate, bring them to the work days. 

 

We will have a show committee meeting after lunch each 
work day.      

�
�
����������������������������������������� ���������� 		�
� �

August -  no field trip  
 

I had planned a scouting trip 
Sunday August 2nd to nail down details for a trip I’ve been 
thinking about, but that got cancelled when my first Great 
Grandchild was born.  He was a little early, 4 pounds 12 
ounces, but he is doing fine and so is his mom.   

I will get busy and have something planned for September. 

�

��������������������������������������������������� ������������
���
���

�  

 
 ���������	
�
��������
������������  
 
No new members to introduce this month, but there will 
be three new ones next month.  Stay tuned for the   
announcement next month. 

It was good to see three recently joined members at 
their first general meeting.  Jeri Carroll & John Rhodes 
and Pete Sullivan.  Glad to have you all in attendance. 

Dues are due for the upcoming 2009-2010 year.  
Please send your checks to: 

Ardis Cruz 
712 W. Harry St 
Andover, KS 67002 
 

Adult (18 and older) $10.00 each 
Juniors (13-17) $5.00 each 
12 and under free 
 

For those new to the club, our fiscal year ends August 
31st and you can check your mailing label on the 
Quarry Quips to see when your dues are paid through.   

Please call me if you have any questions and I hope to 
see lots of you at our Rock Swap-Picnic-Auction.   

 

P.S.  I would prefer checks to be mailed if you can ,  
instead of bringing them to the auction.   

Thanks in advance ~ Ardis 
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Aug 17      WGMS Board Mtg   7 pm 
                    Community of Christ Church 
 

Aug 22       Annual Swap Meet, Pot Luck and Auction 
         Community of Christ Church, 
                      3500 S. Webb Road 

  Swap Meet            9:30 am 
  Lunch             12:30 pm 
  Auction             1:30 pm 
 
Sep 21      WGMS Board Mtg   7 pm 
                    Community of Christ Church 
 
Sep 27      General Meeting   2 pm 
        WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 

�

�����

�

 
 
August: 
 01 Darrel Boger, Robert Haines 
 05 Richard Goodnough 
 07 Horace Patterson 
 15 Peggy Maggard 
 17 Pat Haines 
 20 Kurtis Girty 
 21 Ida Crouch 
 23 Dora Bradley 
 26 Linda Crossland 
 27 Frank Holinde, Nola Nelson 
 30 Marvaline Ray 
 
 
September: 
 04 Pat Clough-McCombs 
 07 Robert Carr 
 08 Tony McClaflin 
 09 Agnes Saunders, Miklos Lorik 
 10 Joyce Weisbrod 
 13 Venetta Nutter, Jim Meir 
 14 Bernadine Roberts 
 19 William Webb 
 20 Steve Hurlock 
 21 Marvin Lundquist 
 22 Elizabeth Hixon 

AUGUST: 

14-16--BRIDGETON, MISSOURI: 16th annual show, 
"Treasures of the Earth"; Greater Saint Louis Association of 
Earth Science Clubs; Machinist Hall Auditorium, 12365 St. 
Charles Rock Rd.; Fri. 4-9, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; adults $5, 
seniors $4, students $2, children free with adult.  contact 
Robert Morse, 135 Knox St., Troy, MO 63379, (636)462-4423; 
e-mail: rmorse@centurytel.net 

14-16--LAKE GEORGE, COLORADO: Show; Lake George 
Gem & Mineral Club; 37380 U.S. Hwy. 24, next to post office; 
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; free admission; contact John     
Rakowski, P.O. Box 171, Lake George, CO 80827, (719) 748-
3861; e-mail: president @LGGMClub.org; Web site: 
www.LGGMClub.org 

21-22--TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA: Swap and sale;          
Tahlequah Rock & Mineral Society; Tahlequah Community 
Bldg., 300 W. First St.; Fri. 9-6:30, Sat. 9-5; free admission; 
contact Sara Brasel, (918) 458-0801; e-mail: crosstim-
bersrd@earthlink.net  

21-23--HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS : Show; AKS Gem Shows; 
Hot Springs Convention Center, 134 Convention Blvd.; Fri. 10-
6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $5;  contact Kay Schabilion, 
(504) 455-6101; e-mail: info@aksshow.com; Web site: 
www.aksshow.com  
 

SEPTEMBER: 

5-6--ARLINGTON, TEXAS: 51st annual show, "Nature's            
Kaleidoscope"; Arlington Gem & Mineral Club; Arlington           
Convention Center, 1100 Ballpark Way; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
adults $6, seniors and children $3;  contact Karen Cessna, 
1408 Gibbins Rd., Arlington, TX 76011, (817) 277-2286; e-mail: 
cessnak@ont.com; Web site: www.agemclub.org 

16-20--DENVER, COLORADO: Wholesale and retail show, 
"The Denver Coliseum Mineral, Fossil, and Gem Show"; Eons 
Expositions, LLC; Denver Coliseum, 4600 Humboldt St.; Wed. 
10-6, Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-6; adults $3, sen-
iors and students $2, children free; ; contact Lowell Carhart, 
7514 Antelope Meadows Circle, Peyton, CO 80831, (719) 886-
7046; e-mail: lowellcarhart@yahoo.com; Web site: http://eons-
expos.com/ 
 

16-20--DENVER, COLORADO: Wholesale and retail show, 
"Denver Expo Gem Mineral Fossil & Bead Show"; Tucson Elec-
tric Park Gem Show; National Western Complex, 4655 Hum-
boldt St.; Wed. 10-7, Thu. 10-7, Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-4; 
free admission, open to the public; contact Al Sargent, P.O. 
Box 2902, Tucson, AZ 85702, (520) 883-6447; e-mail: tepgem-
show@hotmail.com; Web site: 
www.TucsonElectricParkGemShow.com 

Please send show information to editor@wgmsks.org 

For a more complete list of all shows go to: 
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp or refer to a copy of 
Rock & Gem Magazine. 
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TRIPLE FOSSIL FIND PUTS AUSTRALIA BACK ON THE DINOS AUR MAP 
ScienceDaily (July 3, 2009) 

 

Scientists have discovered three new species of Australian dinosaur discovered in a prehistoric billabong in Western 
Queensland. Reporting on July 3 in the open-access, peer-reviewed journal, PLoS ONE, Scott Hocknull and colleagues 
at the Queensland Museum and the Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum of Natural History describe the fossils of three 
new mid-Cretaceous dinosaurs from the Winton Formation in eastern Australia: two giant, herbivorous sauropods and 
one carnivorous theropod, all of which are to be unveiled in Queensland on July 3. The three fossils add to our       
knowledge of the Australian dinosaurian record, which is crucial for the understanding of the global paleobiogeography 
of dinosaurian groups. 
 

Australia’s dinosaurian fossil record is extremely poor, compared with that of other similar-sized continents, such as 
South America and Africa. However, the mid-Cretaceous Winton Formation in central western Queensland has, in recent 
years, yielded numerous fossil sites with huge potential for the discovery of new dinosaurian taxa. Between 2006 and 
2009, extensive excavations have yielded many well-preserved dinosaur fossils, as well as the remains of other         
contemporaneous fauna.  
 

In a single, comprehensive, publication, Hocknull and colleagues describe the remains of three individual dinosaur   
skeletons, found during joint Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum and Queensland Museum digs in two different sites in 
the Winton Formation. They represent three new genera and species of dinosaur: two giant herbivorous sauropods and 
a carnivorous theropod.  

 

The carnivore, named by the authors on the paper Australovenator wintonensis (nicknamed “Banjo”) 
is the most complete meat-eating dinosaur found in Australia, to date and sheds light on the ancestry 
of the largest-ever meat-eating dinosaurs, the carcharodontosaurs, a group of dinosaurs that became 
gigantic, like Giganotosaurus. 

 

“The cheetah of his time, Banjo was light and agile,” said lead author Scott Hocknull. “He could run down most prey with 
ease over open ground. His most distinguishing feature was three large slashing claws on each hand. Unlike some   
theropods that have small arms (think T. rex), Banjo was different; his arms were a primary weapon. “He’s Australia's 
answer to Velociraptor, but many times bigger and more terrifying.” The skeleton of Australovenator solves a 28-year-old 
mystery surrounding an ankle bone found in Victoria, which was originally classified as a dwarf Allosaurus, although this 
classification remained controversial until the discovery of Australovenator—the researchers are now able to confirm that 
the ankle bone belonged to the lineage that led to Australovenator.  
 

The two plant-eating theropods, named Witonotitan wattsi (“Clancy”) and Diamantinasaurus matildae (“Matilda”), are 
different kinds of titanosaur (the largest type of dinosaur ever to have lived). While Witonotitan represents a tall, gracile 
animal, which might have fitted into a giraffe-like niche, the stocky, solid Diamantinasaurus represents a more hippo-like 
species. 
 

All three dinosaurs are nicknamed after characters from a world-famous, Australian poet. Banjo Patterson composed 
Waltzing Matilda in 1885 in Winton, where the song was also first performed (and where the fossils were discovered). 
Waltzing Matilda is now considered to be Australia’s national song. In a quirky twist of fate, the song Waltzing Matilda 
describes the unfortunate demise of a swag-man, who steals a jumbuck (sheep) but is driven to leap into a billabong (an 
Australian word for a small oxbow lake) to avoid being captured by the police. He ends up drowning in the billabong 
alongside the stolen sheep. 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/07/090703070846.htm 
Via Golden Spike E News, 07/09 

 

Paul Radiel gave an excellent program on doublets and triplets, the art of making cabachons with two or more rocks or 
gems by gluing slabs together.  The slabs must be at least 3/32 inch thick. A slab of quartz added to the top can         
enhance the rock under it.  A slab added underneath can emphasize colors in the original slab, which are mostly agates 
or other rock of ones choosing.  It is important to use an  epoxy that dries clear.  Paul recommends 330 epoxy. 
 

Show and tell--Ardis Cruz showed several parts of skeletons they found along a creek and Ardis found an indian artifact 
that was shaped as a scraper or possibly a knife. Glen Shults showed two scorpions made of wire that were very nice. 
 

Don't forget our August meeting on Saturday on the 22nd beginning with the swap meet. We have 8  applications for the 
swap beginning at 9:30 am ending at noon.  This will be followed by a pot luck lunch and auction. 
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On July 26, 2009 President Gene Maggard called the meeting of the WGMS to order at 2:00 pm in the WSU Geology 
Building.  In attendance were 43 members and 5 guests.  Scott Norton, Rachel Walker, Genesis Walker, Calvin Walker 
and Charity Walker.  Glen Schultz won a door prize.  Charity Walker and Scott Norton won door prizes.  Minutes were 
approved. 

· Carolyn White, editor and grab bag chair, has pre-cut packets of fabric, etc.  To sew up for grab bags.  If you’d like to 
help, get a hold of Carolyn White. 

· Gene asked if anyone knew where the tubes of glue were that went out with the necklace kits.  If you have one 
please turn it in to Gene so that he can put together some more necklace kits. 

· We have  7 applicants for the August SWAP MEET .  If you’d like to sign up, contact Don Atherton. 
· Alice Piper, Cheer, announced that Agnes Saunders has been in the hospital but is home now.  Karen Davidson has 

been in the hospital for a liver problem 
· Please contact Alice Piper for any member illness that you know of so that we can send a caring card. 
· Peggy and Gene Maggard brought in burpless cucumbers to share. 
· Ruth Weishaar indicated that John Lolly is not doing real well and won’t be coming to meetings for awhile. 
 
Don Atherton, Vice President, introduced Paul Radiel as the program presenter.  Paul’s program was on Doublets and 
Triplets. Some interesting tidbits from the presentation: 

· Clear crystal on top of another stone can magnify the stone’s characteristics 
· A backing can be used to bring out specific colors in the host stone 
· Always slice a crystal with the growth pattern, not against the growth pattern. 
· Don’t polish the surfaces that are to be glued  together.  They won’t adhere as well 
· Pre-made caps are polished on 1 side and work well.  Caps, when purchased, will always be a shade oversized. 
· Use a clear epoxy to glue the crystal to the stone,   Paul recommends 330 epoxy. 
· Paul put together a doublet right in front of us.  We got to see it done. 
· Paul offered some kits so some of us could attempt to do this on our own. 

 

�

���������������������������������������� �������������
��

 On July 20, 2009, President Gene Maggard called the WGMS officers’ meeting to order at the 
Community of Christ Church.  In attendance were: Gene Maggard, Sandy Whiting, David Hardin, 

Leo Heidebrecht, Carolyn White, Ray Adams, Peggy Maggard, Lyle Korper and Susan Bannon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
August board meeting will be at the  Community of C hrist Church.  Supper will not be part of the meeti ng. 

· Carolyn White is working on patches for the vest 
· Show committee is working on a manual of job     

descriptions for each Show Committee Member. 
· Gene Maggard went over the 2010 Show Committee 

Budget.  Lyle Koerper, 2009 show chair moved the 
budget be accepted.  Paul Radiel seconded the    
motion.  Motion passed. 

· Ray Adams, Finance, announced that the WGMS 
audit will start shortly after the state fair. 

Sandy Whiting, Treasurer, presented the following 
vouchers for payment; 
· Ks Dept of Revenue,  Sales Tax,                $545.34 
· Carolyn White, printing supplies                  $175.03 
       (paper, stamps, staples) 
Paul Radiel, Director, moved to pay the vouchers.  
Peggy Maggard, Director, seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed. 



 

Gemology! Like to know more about gemology from a scientific rather than commercial or artistic viewpoint?   There 
is a website with a course in ten lessons which is free and will give you a good grounding in the subject. Look at   
www.bwsmigel.info/  via Mingus Rocky Times, May 2009 
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Clean out the trunk, sweep out 
the car 

Haul in the rock in carton and 
jars, 

Down in the basement, stack them with care, 

Five years later they still will be there. 
 

via The Beehive Buzzer, 9/08 

via Chips and Tips, 2/94, via the Petowsky Stone, 4/19  

 

What have you got sitting around? 

 

Something that you’d like to donate to the Auction? 

...the junior rock pile? 

...grab bags or spin the wheel?  

 

What will you be picking up next month? 

Something to share with WGMS? 

 

How To Cut For The Shiller 
When the schiller is the brightest part of the stone (i.e., the eye in tiger-eye), one should orient the stone to get the 
schiller (eye) centered on top of the slab where it shows the best. This applies to all materials with schiller, such as 
moonstone, sunstone, labradorite, etc. To do this, place the stone in a small box filled to within 1/4" of the top with sand. 
Under a bright light, rotate the stone until you see the brightest Schiller. With a straight edge on the top of the box, mark 
all around the stone with a permanent marker. Saw the stone on this line. This will become the back of the finished 
stone. This technique was developed by Larry Duncan, founder and first president of the CFLS.  

Via Bems Tumbler, 09/08, via Golden Spike News, 7/08; via Breccia; from Calgary Lapidary Journal 
 

Don’t be satisfied with scratches on your cabochon. Go back and do the job again. When a stone is properly polished, 
you can read the information from the bottom of an overhead light bulb in the high polish of your stone. To work out a flat 
spot on a cab, mark a cross on the stone with an aluminum pencil. When it’s properly ground and shaped, you will have 
erased the cross and flat spot. When polishing, don’t use a messy brush to apply polishing agents. Such methods invite 
contamination. Instead procure a plastic bottle with a long tip, such as beauticians throw away every day. Put the polish-
ing agent into the bottle, add water and a small stone or buckshot to agitate and stir up the polishing, and apply to wheel. 

Via Beems Tumbler, 0908, via West Seattle Petroglyphs, 8/08; via Carny Hound, 6/08; via Rock Rollers 6/08; via Mountain Gems, 5/08 

Ten Commandments of  
Human Relations 

 

1. Speak to people. Nothing is as nice as a cheerful 
greeting. 

2. Smile at people. It takes 72 muscles to frown - 14 to 
smile. 

3. Call people by name. The sweetest music to people’s 
ears is the sound of their own name. 

4. Be friendly and helpful. If you would like to have 
friends, be friendly. 

5. Be cordial. Speak and act as if everything you do 
were a genuine pleasure. 

6. Be genuinely interested in people. You can like 
something about almost everyone, if you try. 

7. Be generous with praise, cautious with criticism. 

8.  Be considerate with the feelings of others. It will be 
appreciated. 

9. Be thoughtful of the opinions of others.  There are 
three sides to the controversy - your side, the other 
side, and the right one. 

10. Be alert to give service. What counts most in life is 
what you do for others. 

via Breccia, 09/08 via Chips and Chats, 10/2004; via John 
Anderson ,church bulletin. 

· August general meeting will be on Saturday  at the Community of Christ Church on S Webb Rd.   
· Swap meet in the parking lot starts at 9:30 am, pot luck lunch at 12:30 and the auction after lunch. 
· Bring food, a smile and money!! 
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Seems I’m always getting calls from folks asking “How can I crack a geode open without breaking it into small pieces?” 
Well, there are a number of ways, some good and some not so good. Here, I will outline four of the most common ways 
for you. 

1. Diamond Saw. Should you be fortunate enough to have a large diamond saw, or know someone that owns one, you 
can saw the geodes in half. This works best when there is a vice to hold the specimen. You can cut the geode open 
and end up with two halves with a smooth face on each. (But not every one has a diamond saw.) 

2. Another method of opening geodes that works well, (the method I use most often) is to crack the geode open with an 
old fashioned cast iron plumbing pipe cutter. This is a tool that plumbers used to use in doing plumbing in homes 
when they worked with the cast iron plumbing pipes. (Homes built prior to about 35 years ago.) I have one of these 
tools that I use to break geodes open and most of the time I can break them with two matching halves. This really 
does a good job. Maybe you have seen show dealers that were breaking geodes open with one of these tools. The 
tool has a chain at the business end with links like a bicycle chain, and in this chain there are round carbide rollers 
with sharp edges on them. To break the geode open, you simply wrap the chain, with the carbide rollers, around the 
geode, and fasten it into a notch in the tool and press down on the handle. This constricts the chain around the    
geode evenly all the way around and squeezes to where it breaks the geode open into two halves. This works good. 
Like I said, I use one myself. I got my cast iron plumbing pipe cutter from a retired plumber here locally. If you’re  
going to break a lot of geodes you may want to get you one.. 

3. Hammer and chisel. Most folks don’t have a diamond saw or plumbing pipe cutter, and only want to break a couple 
of geodes open. Well, you can do a pretty good job with a hammer and cold chisel. I’ve done it a number of times 
and it works good. Take your hammer, cold chisel, and geodes outside where there is a concrete walk, driveway, 
steps, etc., in other words a hard surface. I wouldn’t try it on a wooden surface. And you almost need three hands to 
do this. Place the geode on the concrete and hold it on the sides with one hand, then hold the cold chisel on the top 
of the geode and strike it LIGHTLY with your hammer. Don’t try to break it  open now.... Rotate the geode about a 
half-inch, place the chisel in line with where you just hit it and strike the chisel again… LIGHTLY. Do this all the way 
around the largest part of the geode. By the time you have hit the chisel in a line all the way around the geode, it 
should be ready to open. If the geode has not broke open at this point, start around the circumference again, striking 
the geode with the cold chisel in a straight line. Strike the chisel a little harder this time. This is a little slow, but if you 
do it right and don’t get in too big a hurry, you should be able to break the geode open into two halves that you can 
fit back together to where you can’t hardly tell where it is broke. Try this. 

4. Hammer. Of course you can strike the geode repeatedly with the hammer until it breaks open, but it most likely will 
end up in a few pieces. Not a good method!  

via The Bems Tumbler, 09/08, via The Quarry, 6-7/08; via Hound’s Howel, 12/05; from http://www.greatsouth.net 
 

Fix the Pits 
Working with dark colored moss agate, like the black Montana variety, small pits may sometimes appear on the finished, 
polished surface. The light colored polishing powders, such as tin oxide or cerium oxide, often pack into these small pits, 
making removal difficult, and white spots surely distract from the stones appearance. Try rubbing a small bit of black  
 India ink into the spotted area, and then try to rub off the ink. The white spots will disappear: 

Via Rockhound Rambling, 09/08, via The Slate 09/2008 via Chips & Tips date unknown 

 

Cleaning Pyrite 
Safe method for cleaning pyrite: To clean pyrite and make it look nice and brassy, first wash it carefully in water. Then 
put it in a bowl or shallow dish and pour vinegar over specimen, making sure all pyrite is covered. Turn the specimen 
over several times. When it looks clean and shiny, rinse with water and put on a paper towel to dry. 

Via Rockhound Rambling 09/08, via Rocky Review 09/08, via Yuba Sutter Gems 5/07 
 

 

Cleaning Fluorite 
Don't try to clean fluorite by washing in hot or very warm water. Luster will vanish and be gone forever. It can be put in 
muriatic acid to remove calcite, then wash in cool water. 

Via Rockhound Rambling, via The Slate 09/08, via The Puget Sounder date unknown 
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The second annual    
Buy, Swap and Sell 

Meet is open to all cur-
rent WGMS members 
who would like to have 

a booth.  You must 
have a KS Sales Tax 
number if you plan to 

sell at this meet. 

To register call           
Don Atherton at        
316-685-2725               

by Aug 1 with your    
Business Name and  
Sales Tax number. 

One space per member / 
family.  Spaces will be 

assigned on a “First 
Come” basis. 

Set Up 8:30 am 
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Fossils are most commonly found in sedimentary rocks, but all sedimentary rocks are not necessarily fossiliferous. The following are 
descriptions of rocks which commonly contain fossils.  
 

Sandstones, siltstones. These medium textured rocks are usually well bonded by mineral elements. The fossils are extracted with a 
great deal of effort: sledge hammers and crowbars are often required. Sandstone and siltstone may  often contain large numbers of 
fossils, indicating that they were deposited in environments teeming with life. 
 

Conglomerate, breccias. Fossils in these rocks are usually fragmentary. In northern Arizona, such fossils are usually of Triassic or 
Cretaceous Age and consist of isolated bones and teeth of reptiles and amphibians.  
 

Shale. Fine-grained rock such as shale often contains fossils which are either perfectly preserved or crushed parallel to the bedding 
plane. Shales can contain vertebrates, invertebrates and plants, or they may contain nothing if  environmental conditions during 
deposition were incapable of supporting life. 
 

Limestones. Limestones are usually the most fossiliferous of rocks. Limestones differ greatly in their appearance and density, and 
fossils found within such rocks vary greatly in the ease with which they can be collected. Massive limestones often require heavy 
equipment , such as five or ten pound  ledges and crowbars, while silty limestones give up their fossils easily, usually with nothing 
more needed than a pocket knife. 
 

Dolomites. Fossils preserved in dolomite are usually molds and casts, and more often than not, the preservation is of indifferent 
quality. A collector’s time is probably best spent elsewhere if possible.  
 

Evaporites. Fossils are very rare and usually totally absent from evaporates such as gypsum or salt. 
 

Coal and Coal Shales. Fossils in carbon rich shales directly associated with coal can often be  exquisitely preserved. Usually plant 
fossils are represented, but vertebrates such as fish, insects and even dinosaur footprints have been found near coal deposits. 

Via Rimstone Review, Sep 08 
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Carolyn White, Editor 
2225 N. Fountain 

Wichita, KS  67220 
editor@wgmsks.org 
www.wgmsks.org 
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TIME VALUE 
DO NOT DELAY 

«Name», «Type» 
«Name 2» 
«Address» 
«City State zip»  «Sort Field» 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


