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Iolite is gem quality blue cordierite that forms when aluminum sediments mix with magma 
before it cools.  It  is also found in schists, gneisses, and less commonly in pegmatites and 
quartz veins. The stone is clear and its color ranges from violet to a light blue.  The name 
comes from the Greek word “ios,” meaning violet. 
 
Iolite is a pleochroic gemstone, its color shifting as the stone is rotated. As light passes 
through one side of the stone, not all of the wavelengths are absorbed causing that side to 
show the color of the unabsorbed wavelength.  In a plechoric gemstone like iolite, shifting 
the stone changes which wavelengths are absorbed.  Most pleochroic gemstones show two 
colors, but iolite shows three (blue violet, grey and nearly colorless).  When cutting iolite it 
is important to take into account its tricolor properties and orient the rough stone carefully in 
order to achieve an attractive “face up” color. 
 
Iolite deposits are found Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Madagascar and India.  In the Americas   
deposits are found in Brazil, Canada and the Laramie Range in Wyoming.   
 

Iolite has a measures 7 to 7.5 on the Moh’s scale of hardness.  Because of the possibility of 
cleavage it is prone to splitting if knocked into something so a necklace or earrings may be 
preferred over a ring or bracelet.   
 
Iolite can be shaped into a cabochon or faceted.  It is occasionally carved.  Color is the   
biggest factor in the  value of the gem.  Medium dark  blue violet is considered the ideal 
“face up” color.  Because of its pleochroic nature the gem will lighten and show grayish 
tones as it is turned, but muddy, washed out or inky colors are an indication of a poorly  
oriented stone. 
 
The Vikings used the stone as a navigational tool.  They determined the exact location of 
the sun by looking through a thin lens of iolite.  The iolite lens served as a filter, reducing 
the glare of the sun off the water, allowing the Vikings to navigate the ocean instead of    
using the coastline as a guide. 
 
Iolite has been used to treat a wide variety of digestive tract disorders and high blood   
pressure.  It is said to reduce depression, anxiety and stress and has been associated with 
heightened intuition and psychic abilities 
 
Sources:   
http://www.acstones.com/gemofmonth/1998/gemofmonth9.98.html 
http://www.gemaffair.com/content/Iolite_Jewelry.htm 
Smithsonian Rock and Gem 
Healing Crystals and Gemstones by Dr. Flora Pescheck-Bohmer/Gisela 
Schreiber 
 
Photographs by Barbara Smigel at Artistic Colored Stones 
Barbara has numerous educational articles about a variety of gemstones  
posted on Artistic Colored Stones website at http://www.acstones.com/    
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I am sorry that I missed the meeting last month. 
Larry's programs are always interesting and I sure would 
have liked to see that piece of petrified wood that our visi-
tor brought for show and tell.  There's something new to 
learn or see at every meeting! 

 The year is winding down but there is a lot coming up so 
don't miss the December meeting.  Gene and Peggy will 
have the sign up sheet for the January learning field trip 
at their house.  I am really looking forward to Bill Smith's 
butterfly wing demonstration. 

The December program will show materials from the      
tri-state mining area ~ perhaps some good ideas for show 
cases? 

January will certainly be busy - a work day, learning field 
trip to Maggard's house and our annual WGMS           
anniversary party.  With the show coming up fast we 
need everyone to help out on the work day Jan 9th.  The 
pot luck is my favorite part! 

 Have a wonderful Christmas. 

�����������	�

 

Our January “Educational” field trip is scheduled for the 
16th.  It will be held at the Maggards workshop at 8318 
SE Hiway 77 (see map below).  We will start at 10am, will 
have a pot luck lunch at noon and will continue after 
lunch.  We will continue until people are done with their 
projects. 

We had sufficient sign-ups for silversmithing, cabbing, 
wire wrapping, bead stringing and basic rock ID.  I will 
now see about getting instructors lined up.  There is still 
time to sign up for something.  The signup sheet will be at 
the Dec. meeting.  I will also have a map to our place for 
those of you who do not know how to get here.  As usual 
if people want to drop in just to see what is going on and 
socialize, come on.  Just bring something to eat. 

Bill Smith has volunteered to bring his Genie machine 
and demonstrate how to make a rock butterfly.  He is 
quite skilled at this and it will be an interesting           
demonstration for anyone interested. 

���

�
� �����
���������  

 

Kellogg - 54 

E of  Wichita 

Hwy 254 - thru  
El Dorado 

8318 SE Hiway 77 ���

������������
�  

Please welcome our new member and add his information to 

your new directory when you get it.  Due to unforeseen       

circumstances I still have them, but will be getting them in the 

mail soon.  

  

Dr. Jerry Simmons    2/14  

510 North Lawrence St  

Haviland, KS 67059  

620-862-5275  

Jerry.Simmons@barclaycollege.edu  

Joined 11-2009  

 
Address Change: 
Nola Nelson (life member) has been moved to; 
Lakepoint of Rosehill, Rm 29      
601 N. Rosehill Rd 
Rosehill, KS  67133 

· Susan Bannon donated malachite for grab bags 
· Janet Smith sewed 50 grab bags 
 
Who do you know who  deserves a thank you?  Let me 
know and I’ll share that information  with WGMS.    
Carolyn White, Editor 
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The convention packets went out to all member clubs on 
Dec. 15.  Bill and Janet Smith are the WGMS delegates.  
Any other club members interested are welcome to     
attend any of the convention events.  A schedule will be 
published in the near future.  If you have any questions, 
please let me know. 

 
The show is getting here fast.  Things to do:   

· Save your bread sacks and Sunday Wichita Eagle 
sacks for the rock pile and wheel.   

· Schedule the show dates, April 22-25, on your      
calendar.  Sign up  to help at the show as much as 
possible.  We will have sign up sheets at the Jan. 
meeting.   

· See you at the grab bag work day on Jan. 9 At the 
Community of Christ Church, 3500 S. Webb.  We 
start at 9am and will have a pot luck lunch.  There will 
be a show committee meeting after lunch. 

�

�

���������������������������������� � ������
���������  

Larry Skelton provided a very interesting program on Kansas 
Kimberlites and lamprolites.  Kimberlites are found in several 
locations in the northeastern part of Kansas.  Lamprolites 
have been found in North Central Kansas.  Many different 
type of minerals have been found in Kansas Kimberlites 
(including 2 diamonds) but they are so small that can only be 
seen with the microscope.  The Kansas Kimberlites were 
formed about 85 - 90 million years ago. 
 
SHOW AND TELL:  
· Marcia Steele brought a large piece of black opalized 

petrified wood found in the Royal Peacock Mine in Ne-
vada. 

· Susan Bannon brought some malachite that  she and 
Marvaline  found in Oklahoma 
 

The program in December will be a slide show about mining 
in the tri-state area.  We are considering using this material at 
our show in April 

 
Note: Additional people are needed to serve on the 
Show Committee. 
   
If you are interested in any way, 
please call Gene Maggard, show 
chair, at  742-3746.  Ideally we’d like 
to have 2 people in each spot.   
 
Don’t know what you’d enjoy helping 
with?  That is ok, pick one.  Next year try something 
else!  Some one already assigned to the area you are 
interested in?  That’s ok too.  We like to share! 
 

Show Committee Members  
 
   Chairman………....…Gene Maggard…….. ....316-742-3746            
   Admissions…..…….. Peggy Maggard.............316-742-3746 
   Announcer……...…...Jim Ballou………….…...316-722-7193 
                                     Lisa Scheibmeir…...…...316-687-1183 
   Dealers……………....David Hardin……….......620-584-4716 
   Electrical……………..Greg Weisbrod..…….....316-686-1810 
   Fluorescents...……...Ray Adams…………......316-942-7006 
   Gem Hunt……...……David Hardin……….…...620-584-4716 
   Grab Bags………......Carolyn White…….….....316-250-6182 
   Junior Rock Pile….....Alan DeGood…….….....316-794-8391 
   Membership……...….Ardis Cruz………..……..316-218-0250 
   WGMS President...…Patti Ballou…….………..316-722-7913 
   Publicity……………...Leo Heidebrecht………..316-260-4591 
   Education Day…..…..Carolyn White…….........316-250-6182 
                                      Pat Clough McCombs....316-210-7380 
                                       Mary Clough……….….316-943-1785 
   Secretary……..………Susan Bannon…….…...316-689-8256 
   Hospitality……..……..Debbie Winton…….…...316-841-8773 
   Security…………..…..Tony McClaflin….……...785-489-2248 
   Setup………………....Lyle Koerper………..…..316-722-7115 
   Silent Auction……...…Mary Clough…………...316-943-1785 
   Special Exhibits……...Gene Maggard…….......316-742-3746            
   Special Programs…...Don Atherton…….……..316-685-2725 
   Treasurer………..…...Sandy Whiting………….316-744-8848 
   Volunteer Coord……..Patti Ballou…..………...316-742-3746 
   Wheel…………...…….Alice Piper……………..316-264-7273 
   Demonstrators………..Debby Moore………….316-524-6001 
   Editor……………...….Carolyn White…….…….316-250-6182 
   Webmaster………..….Sandy Riekeman….......316-262-7473 
� �
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DECEMBER: 

12-13--SHEBOYGAN FALLS, WISCONSIN: Show; Gla-
cial Drifters Geology Society; Sheboygan Falls Municipal 
Bldg., 375 Buffalo St.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $2, students 
$1, children under 12 free; contact Scott P. Berres, 223 Egan 
St., Plymouth, WI 53073, (920) 449-5213; e-mail: fish-
head70@hotmail.com; Web site: www.glacialdrifters.org 

 

JANUARY: 

1--GLOBE, ARIZONA : 53rd annual show; Gila County Gem 
& Mineral Society; Gila County Fair Grounds, 3 miles north of 
Junction US 60-70; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $3, stu-
dents with ID and children with adults free; contact Jim Mills, 
P.O. Box 487, Miami, AZ 85539, (928) 701-1712;  oldulk-
ing57@hotmail.com 

1-10--QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA : Show, "Tyson Wells 
Rock & Gem Show"; Tyson Wells Enterprises Inc.; Tyson 
Wells Show Grounds, 100 W. Kuehn St.; 9-5 all days; free 
admission; contact Kym Scott, P.O. Box 60, Quartzsite, AZ 
85346, (928) 927-6364; : tysonwells@tds.net; Web site: 
www.tysonwells.com 

16-17--FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS: Show, "Hill Country 
Gem & Mineral Show"; Fredericksburg Rockhounds; Pioneer 
Pavilion, Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park, 1606 S. Hwy. 16, 
south of downtown Fredericksburg; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; free 
admission; contact Jeff Smith, 208 Castle Pines Dr., Kerrville, 
TX 78028, (830) 895-9630;  jeffbrenda@windstream.net; Web 
site: www.fredericksburgrockhounds.org 

22-24--TYLER, TEXAS: Show, "Gemstone and Jewelry 
Showcase"; East Texas Gem & Mineral Society; Rose Garden 
Center, 420 Rose Park Dr.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
adults $3, students $1; contact Keith Harmon, 8316 Oxford 
Dr., Tyler, TX 75703, (903) 581-4068; khar-
mon1219@sbcglobal.net 

 

Please send show information to editor@wgmsks.org 
 
For a more complete list of all shows go to: 
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp   or refer to a 
copy of Rock & Gem Magazine. 
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December: 
     03 John Lolley 
     04 Jeri Carrol 
     07 Denise Shultz 
     08 David Hixon 
     11 Tammy Miller 
     13 Timothy Biven 
     14 Lillian Wells 
     17 Wanda Hearing 
     21 Claude Matney 
     23 Janet Smith, Jerry Calvert, Jim Berends 
     24  Robert Biven 
     27 Rachael Workman 
     29 Beverley Elliot 
     30 Bernita Lentz 
 
January: 
   01 Alfred White 
   07 Ralph Seery 
   08 Jan Stalcup 
   12 Lindsay McCall 
   14 Sandy Whiting 
   15 Lyle Koerper 
   16 Naida House 
   17 W. Peter Sullivan 
   22 Merle White 
   24 Jim Yanda 
   29 Paul Radiel  
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www.wgmsks.org 
Website of The Wichita Gem & Mineral Society 
 
www.rmfms.org 
Website of the Rocky Mountain Federation 
 
www.amfed.org 
Website of the American Federation 
 
http://gemhunter.webs.com/ 
A Guide to Finding Gemstones and Gold 
 
http://www.acstones.com/    
Gemstone Education 
 
 
Do you have a favorite website that you would like to share?  
Send the url and a short description of the site to 
editor@wgmsks.org  

Would you like to receive Quarry Quips                            
by email?  If so, send your email address to 
editor@wgmsks.org 



 �������� � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will send $ 25.00 to the AFMS Scholarship Fund in 
memory for each of the following:  Anita Byers, Eldon 
Byers, and Anita Saunders 
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Vice President, Don Atherton called the meeting of the 
Wichita Gem and Mineral Society together at 2 pm.  In 
attendance were 28 members and 3 guests. 

Sandy Whiting, Treasurer, said she had rock and mineral 
books for sale.  She  also had fabric to make club vests if 
anyone was interested. 

Alice Piper, Cheer, made the following announcements: 

· Patti Ballou was home with back problems 

· Joe and Ardis Cruz had a death in the family 

· Anita Byers passed away 

· Mary Clough had heart surgery Nov 17th 

· Peggy Stambaugh is doing better 

Larry Skelton informed us that fish fossils were stolen 
from Johnston Geology Museum at Emporia State.     
Pictures are available on the internet. 

Next general meeting is December 20th 

Jan 9th 9am, Community of Christ Church, grab bag work 
day and covered dish lunch  

Jan 16th Maggard field day with covered dish luncheon.  
Be sure to sign up for a class 

Gem Identification Made Easy has been added to our 
library 

If you would like to nominate someone for the 
“Outstanding Service Award” contact any board member. 

Our program, Kansas Kimberlites was given by Larry 
Skelton.  Larry shared the following information with us:  
·  Kansas is home to 13 kimberlites.  Twelve of them 

are in Riley county. One is in SW Marshall county.   
· This is the rock source that diamonds appear in. Two 

(< 2/10 mm) have been found in Kansas.   
· Approximately 80 different gemstones can be found in 

this matrix but in Kansas they are minute enough that 
they can only be seen under a microscope. 

Patti asked for the progress on the patches.  Carolyn 
White, editor, said she was working on the "Rockhound 
of the Year".  The "Outstanding Service Award" patch is 
ready but Sandy wants to turn them in at the same time. 

We discussed possible "Special Exhibits" for the Tri State 
area.  Mark Damian will help.  We discussed table favors, 
a possible power point for the show, artifacts that were 
used for the mining and history of the area. Peggy     
Maggard, Director, is looking for a map of the tri-state 
area.   

Jan. 9th  - Grab Bag work day at the Community of Christ 
Church. Starts at 9:00 am. Includes a covered dish lunch 
with a Show Committee Meeting following lunch. 

Jan.16th - Maggard Field Day.  Be sure to sign up for a 
class, bring a covered dish for lunch and plan to  enjoy 
the day!!! 

CORRECTION - Last month's minutes indicated that 
Gene Maggard, Show Chair, introduced the show 
budget.  He, instead, introduced the "Annual Operating 
Budget".  With this change, Peggy Maggard moved the 
minutes be accepted. Gene Maggard seconded the    
motion.  Motion passed. 

Sandy Whiting, treasurer, introduced the following  
vouchers: 
· Sandy Whiting; $1,156.80; video equipment 
· Debbie Winton; $48.84; hospitiality supplies 
· Carolyn White; $25.69; tape, postage, rubber bands, 

card stock 
· Carolyn White; $124.38; postage, stamps, paper 
· Lyle Koerper; $65.00; 2010 Garden show 
· AFMS; $50.00; Memorial fund in honor of Eldon & 

Anita Byers 
· AFMS; $25.00, Memorial fund in honor of Agnes 

Saunders 
· RMFMS: $208.50, Annual Dues 
Ardis Cruz, membership, moved the vouchers be 
paid.  Patti Ballou seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

Ardis Cruz introduced an applicant for membership:  Dr. 
Jerry Simmons from Haviland, a geologist.  Gene      
Maggard moved to accept the membership.  Susan   
Bannon seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
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��� :  In attendance were:  Patti Ballou, Don Atherton, Peggy 

Maggard, Gene Maggard, Ardis Cruz, Leo Heidebrecht, Carolyn White, Sandy Whiting and Susan 
Bannon.  President Patti Ballou called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 



 

 
 

Wonder 
Author Unknown 

 
There is faint music in the night,  

And pale wings fanned by silver flight;  
A frosty hill with tender glow  

Of countless stars that shine on snow.  
A shelter from the winter storm,  

A straw-lined manger, safe and warm,  
And Mary crooning lullabies,  

To hush her Baby's sleepy sighs.  
Her eyes are rapt upon His Face,  
Unheeded here is time and space;  
Her heart filled with blinding joy,  

For God's own Son--her little Boy!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/poems/ 
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General Club Meetings                   

Dec 20         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
*** corrected information*** 
Jan 17         Community of Christ Church 2 pm 
Feb 28         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Mar 28         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 

Apr 23-25    WGMS Gem & Mineral Show 
          Cessna Activity Center 
May 23         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Jun 27          WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Jul 25         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Aug 21         Saturday, Rock Swap & Auction 
  Community of Christ Church 
Sep 26         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 

 

Board Meetings  
Dec 14       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
*** corrected information*** 
Jan 11       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Feb 22       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Mar 22       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Apr 19       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
May 17       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Jun  21       Location to be announced 
Jul 19       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Aug 16       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Sep 20       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
 

Show Work Days  
Jan 09      Community of Christ Church  9 am 
       Pot Luck luncheon @ noon 
 

Show Committee Meetings  
Jan 09      Community of Christ Church  1 pm 
Mar 22       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
 

Scheduled Field Trips  
Jan 16       Workshops @ Gene Maggards         10 am 
         Registration Required  

�
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Show and Tell: 
· Marsha Steele, visitor - opal formed in petrified wood 
· Susan Bannon -  Oklahoma malachite that she and 

Marvaline collected. 
 

      Be sure to turn in your triplet to Paul for grading.   
Results of the judging will be shared in the January 

meeting. 
 

 

�
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In August, Paul Radiel demonstrated how to make     
doublets and triplets.  At the end of the program he gave 
kits to  members who wanted to try making a doublet . 
 
Now it is time to show your skills!  Turn in your finished  
cabochon to Paul in the October, November or            
December meeting.  Paul will critique your work award a 
1st, 2nd and 3rd prize winner.  Awards will be presented 
at the January meeting / anniversary party.   

Would you like to receive Quarry Quips                            
by email?  If so, send your email address to 
editor@wgmsks.org 
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Faience "Mummy" beads, circa 300 BCE 
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Untreated turquoise, Nevada USA. Rough nuggets from the McGinness 
Mine, Austin; Blue and green cabochons showing spiderweb, Bunker 
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A nugget of dyed Howlite sawn open to reveal its true nature. 
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Carolyn White, Editor 
2225 N. Fountain 

Wichita, KS  67220 
editor@wgmsks.org 
www.wgmsks.org 
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TIME VALUE 
DO NOT DELAY 

 «Name» 
 «Name 2» 
 «Address» 
 «City State zip»  «Sort Field» 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year. 


