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January Gemstone

The garnet group includes a group of minerals that have been used since the Bronze Age
as gemstones and abrasives. The name "garnet" comes from the Latin granatus ("grain®),
possibly a reference to the pomegranate, a plant with red seeds similar in shape, size,
and color to some garnet crystals.

Garnets species are found in many colors including red, orange, yellow, green, blue,
purple, brown, black, pink and colorless. The rarest of these is the blue garnet, discovered
in the late 1990s in Bekily, Madagascar. It is also found in parts of the United States,
Russia and Turkey. It changes color from blue-green in the daylight to purple in
incandescent light, as a result of the relatively high amounts of vanadium (about 1 wt.%
V203). Other varieties of color-changing garnets exist. In daylight, their color ranges from
shades of green, beige, brown, gray, and blue, but in incandescent light, they appear a
reddish or purplish/pink color. Because of their color changing quality, this kind of garnet
is often mistaken for Alexandrite.

Garnet species' light transmission properties can range from the gemstone-quality  trans-
parent specimens to the opaque varieties used for industrial purposes as abrasives. The
mineral’s luster is categorized as vitreous (glass-like) or resinous (amber-like).

Pure crystals of garnet are used as gemstones. Garnet sand is a good abrasive, and a
common replacement for silica sand in sand blasting. Mixed with very high pressure
water, garnet is used to cut steel and other materials in water jets. Garnet sand is also
used for water filtration media. (The above was taken from Wickepedia.com).

In the United States garnets are found in : Maine, New York, Pennsylvania, North Caro-
lina, Idaho, Georgia, Montana, and California.

Historically, the garnet has been treasured by nobility and by warriors. In Hinduism and
Buddism it is belived that garnets impart wisdom. It was also commonly believed that it
strengthed the heart and made the warrior invulnerable to wounds.

Garnets were used to treat disturbed blood circulation, hemorrhages, and inflammatory
diseases. Mystics believed that it brightened dark souls and brought hope. Yellow garnets
were prescribed for Jaundice. Green garnets as an aide in meditation and to bring peace
and pureness of thought. Orange garnets to strengthen commitment, and purple to calm
anxiety. The red garnet was used to ignite the fire of passion and romance.
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| hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and is having a
great start to the new year. Looking back on the 07-08
WGMS year, | think that we had a very successful year. We
had a great show. We had really good programs (except
when projection problems occurred and we had to sort of
wing it). We had some great field trips. Our club auctions
were well attended and everyone present seemed to enjoy
themselves. We have several new members.

Something that all of the experienced members need to re-
member to do, is to reach out to the new members and make
them feel welcome. Many of us (me included) have a hard
time doing that. We are either too busy with our individual
club activities, or feel awkward, or just don't think about it.
How many new members have you introduced yourself to,
and can remember their names? Membership retention is
key to the success of WGMS and the way that we retain
members is to make them feel welcome and help them to
really become part of the organization. How about if we all
resolve to get to know our new members and make them feel
a part of WGMS.

Our January meeting is the annual anniversary party. We will
have some cake and punch, make a few announcements,
and have a mini auction. There will be plenty of time for so-
cializing. We want the anniversary party to be a fun and en-
joyable occasion for all. I'm looking forward to it. See you
Jan. 25.

Gene Maggard, President

Please welcome our two newest members and add their
information to your directory.

Debbie Moore

P.O. Box 48258

Wichita, KS 67201
316-524-6001
debby@hempforus.com
Joined 12-08, Bday: 11/13

Jodi Seager

342 N. Madison
Wichita, KS 67214
316-993-6565
seilerosiris@tmail.com
Joined 12-08, Bday 1/9

The December program was on Sedimentary and Vein
Agates on a tape provided by the Rocky Mountain Fed-
eration. The program was good in providing information
on where and how the agates were found and formed.
The numerous rocks shown gave you an idea of the
many colors and styles of agates. It gave information
where you can find some of the agates in the United
States and some foreign countries.

The draw back was the picture quality that appears to be
in the projector as it didn't show good color quality from
the tape.

Lyle and June Koerper brought several vein agates from
South Dakota; teepee canyon, fairburn, south Dakota
black agates, dry head agates, and prairie agates which
corresponded with the program. Paul Radiel also
brought some agates to correspond with the program.

Our January 10th field trip will be held at the Maggard's.
We will start at 10am. We'll break at noon for a pot luck
lunch. Bring your favorite dish. This is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to learn a new skill and have fun with fellow club
members.

The classes that will be offered are:
Silversmithing
Cabbing
Wire Wrapping
Bead Stringing
Mineral and Fossil Identification

If you would like to come to this field trip but haven't’
signed up for a course yet, contact Gene at 316-742-3746
by Saturday January 3rd.

Their address is 8318 SE Highway 77. Below are instruc-
tions on how to get there:

Take highway 54 (Kellogg) to highway 77. Turn north
on to highway 77. Gene’s house is right after 80th
street.

Take highway 254 to highway77. Turn south on
highway 77. Turn left on 80th street and go the other
direction on highway 77. Gene’s house is just north of
80th street.
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Grab Bag Work Day 9 am
Community of Christ Church
3500 S. Webb Road

Field Trip at the Maggard’s 10 am
WGMS Board Mtg 7 pm
Anniversary Party 2 pm
Community of Christ Church
3500 S. Webb Road
QQ Article Deadline
WGMS Board Mtg 7 pm
WGMS General Meeting 2 pm

WSU Geology Bldg Rm 101

Alfred White
Dale Troel
Wayne Mayson
Delpha Boggs, Ralph Seery
Jodi Seager
Sandy Whiting
Lyle Koerper
Naida House
Clarissa Gass
Merle White
Jim Yanda
Charles Casey
Paul Radiel

Amber Jacks, Kathy Brinkman,
Kristalyn Seth

Ruby Moore

Sandy Reikeman

Stanley Ayers

Lynn Tufford

Lillian Simmons

Aileen Wilson, Jim Nutter
Roger Pollard

WGMS Annual Gem Show Admissions
Update-11/17/2008

Each year | get questions about free admission to the
WGMS Show so | thought | would write an article for
the Quarry Quips letting our members know the latest
information on “Free Admission” to the Gem Show.

Free Admission is available any day of the show to all

WGMS members or other people if:
you are working at the show or have helped with
set-up the day before.
you have made a substantial donation or
contribution to the show.
you are a Life Member. (It would be helpful to the
Admissions people if you would wear your Life
Member name tag.
you have been issued a Complimentary Admission
Wichita Gem & Mineral Show coupon with your
name listed as guest and signed by a current
WGMS member. The goldenrod colored
Complimentary Admission Coupon is available
from the Admissions or the Show Chairperson.
you have a blue Membership Guest Coupon with
your name listed as guest and signed by a current
WGMS member. (The admission cost will be
collected by the Treasurer from the WGMS
member). The blue Membership Guest Coupon is
available from the Admissions or the Show
Chairperson.

Plan now to help staff the WGMS exhibit at the Wichita
Garden Show March 4-8 at Century II Convention
Center. This is a great opportunity to promote our
show and WGMS in general. Also, staffing the exhibit
is very enjoyable.

There will be sign up
opportunities at January
and February meetings.
We need people who can
staff the exhibit morning,
afternoon and/or evening
the five days. Check your
calendar and be ready to
sign up.

Garden Show organizers appreciate very much the
outstanding exhibits WGMS has provided. Our area
has always attracted a good deal of attention.



Note: Additional people are needed to serve on the
Show Committee.

If you are interested in any way,
please call Lyle Koerper, show
chair, at 722-7115. There are
“some-what big jobs” and some
“not-so-big” ones. The goal is
to have at least 2 people in
most areas.

Show Committee Members

Chairman................ Lyle Koerper................ 316-722-7115
Admissions............. Peggy Maggard............. 316-742-3746
Announcer............... Jim Ballou................... 316-722-7193
Lisa Scheibmeir............ 316-687-1183
Dealers.........coceeuvne David Hardin................ 620-584-4716
Electrical................. Greg Weisbrod............. 316-686-1810
Fluorescents............ Ray Adams.................. 316-942-7006
Gem Hunt............... David Hardin................ 620-584-4716
Grab Bags............... Carolyn White............... 316-250-6182
Junior Rock Pile........ Alan DeGood............... 316-794-8391
Membership............. Ardis Cruz................... 316-218-0250
WGMS President...... Gene Maggard............. 316-742-3746
Publicity.................. Leo Heidebrecht........... 316-260-4591
Education Day.......... Carolyn White............... 316-250-6182
Pat Clough McCombs....316-210-7380
Secretary................. Susan Bannon............. 316-689-8256
Hospitality................ Debbie Winton............. 316-841-8773
Security........ccoveenen. Tony McClaflin............. 785-489-2248
Setup...c.oeieeiiiiies Bill Smith.................... 620-296-4652
Silent Auction............ Mary Clough............... 316-943-1785
Special Exhibits......... Gene Maggard............ 316-742-3746
Special Programs...... Don Atherton............... 316-685-2725
Treasurer................. Sandy Whiting............. 316-744-8848
Volunteer Coord........ Gene Maggard............ 316-742-3746
Wheel........ccociinines Alice Piper................. 316-264-7273
Demonstrators........... Larry Skelton.............. 316-722-1267
Editor.............oeeenin Carolyn White.............. 316-250-6182
Webmaster............... Sandy Riekeman.......... 316-262-7473

Plan to participate in the Show Work Day Satur-
day, January 3, at Community of Christ Church
3500 S. Webb Road. Work starts at 9 a.m.

There will be a favorite dish luncheon

@} at noon. Bring a favorite dish or two,
@ and table service.

We need to assemble 1,500 grab bags

and there are a few other “table top” GA
jobs that need to be done. And most of
all, those participating in work days
always seem to have a good time.
Newer members find that this is a good
“get-acquainted” opportunity.

The Show Committee will meet Saturday at 12:45
p.m., or after the work day luncheon. The agenda
will be a full review of all show preparations and
first discussion of the show theme for 2010.

Also, we need members who will help assembly
necklaces for next year. Materials to take home will
be available at the January 3 work day. This is
table-top work that basically requires willing hands.

Three more things you can do now to help prepare
for the “Great Plains Treasures” show April 24, 25 &
26:
- Save the larger only plastic sleeve bags that
come with the newspaper

Start selecting items to contribute to the auction,
Start putting aside items for the gem wheel.

Ray Adams delivered $152 and four bags of
groceries to United Methodist Open Door December
15. This is the organization that WGMS members
have supported for many years. The agency has a
new name, but continues its service of providing
food, clothing and shelter to those needed
assistance.

These contributions and those
received in November total $244
and 50 pounds of food. The gifts
from WGMS members were
warmly received.



President Gene Maggard called the meeting to
order. He asked for corrections to the minutes. There
were none. Minutes approved.

Announcements: Grab Bag Work Day Jan. 3rd, 9:00
am, at Community of Christ Church, pot luck
lunch, Show Committee Meeting following lunch

Jan. 10th, field day at the Maggard's

Marci Fleeker said the field trip was wonderful. Gene
said the fossils were impressive. There were 15
members and 3 guests. Everyone had a great time. A
petrified fossil was a favorite.

Carolyn White, editor & grab bags, has kits prepared
to make necklaces if anyone would like to work on
them at home.

Fabric is cut out for grab bags if anyone wants to sew
up grab bags.

Sandy Whiting has vest material for sale, $4.50/ yard.

Doorprizes:
Peggy Maggard -- piece of agate on display stand
Gabriella Miklos -- pendant (for wearing her badge)

Lyle Koerper, show chair, passed around an enve-
lope for the Urban Ministries. He and Ray Adams
collected non-perishable foods.

Herb Wilson had an accident on a 4 wheeler, a card
was sent. Ruth Weishaar is driving now, after her
stroke.

Don Atherton, Vice President, showed a film on veined
agates.

.Joe and Ardis showed their private collection of fossils.
Thank you Joe and Ardis for opening your home to us.
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January:

9-11--MESA, ARIZONA: Show, "Flagg Gem & Mineral
Show"; Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum Foundation;
Mesa Community College, northeast corner of US 60
and Dobson Rd.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free
admission; free activities and samples for children and
teachers, more than 80 dealers, minerals, fossils,
jewelry, beads, special displays, including the famous
Peralta Stones; contact Ray Grant, (480) 814-9086;
e-mail: raycyn@cox.net

31-14--TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show, "Arizona Mineral &
Fossil Show"; Martin Zinn Expositions; The Inn Suites
Hotel, 475 N. Granada, and The Mineral & Fossil
Marketplace, 1333 N. Oracle Rd., and Quality Inn, 1025
E. Benson Highway, and Ramada Ltd., 665 N. Freeway;
10-6 daily; free admission; more than 400 dealers from
all over the world, free shuttle bus to other shows, Artists'
Gallery at the InnSuites Hotel; contact Martin Zinn
Expositions, P.O. Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004-0665,
fax (505) 867-0073; e-mail: mz0955@aol.com; Web site:
WWW.mzexpos.com

February:

2-9--TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show, "Bead Renaissance
Show"; J&J Promoations LLC; 3340 E. Michigan, next to
the Holidome and Gem Mall; Mon. 10-6, Tue. 10-6, Wed.
10-6, Thu. 10-9, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6; contact J&J
Promotions LLC, P.O. Box 420, Williamsburg, NM
87942, (575) 894-1293; e-mail: info@beadshow.com;
Web site: www.beadshow.com

21-22--PLAINVIEW, TEXAS : 47th annual show; Hi
Plains Gem & Mineral Society; Ollie Liner Center, south
[-27; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $2, students $1;
dealers, demonstrators, door prizes, silent auction, kids'
wheel; contact Mildred Matlock, 701 Zephyr, Plainview,
TX 79072, (806) 293-3476, (806) 293-3476; e-mail:
jmmatlock@suddenlink.net

February 27 — March 1, 2008 — Golden Colorado
Denver Gem and Mineral Guild 2009 Show, Jefferson
County Fairgrounds, Contact: Janie and Roger Bennett,
2722 S. Saulsbury St., Denver, CO 80227, janie-
mube@comcast.net

March:

7-8--BIG SPRING, TEXAS: 40th annual show; Big
Spring Prospectors Club; Howard County Fair Barn; Sat.
9-5, Sun. 10-5; dealers, demonstrators; contact Jerald
Wilson, 707 Tulane, Big Spring, TX 79720, (432) 263-
4662

7-8--ROBSTOWN (CORPUS CHRISTI), TEXAS: 47th
annual show; Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Club; Richard
M. Borchard Regional Fairgrounds, U.S. 77 and Rte. 44;
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, children under 12 free;
contact Jerrold Simpson, (361) 851-8788

21-22--SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS: 48th show, "Fiesta of
Gems"; Southwest Gem & Mineral Society; Live Oak
Civic Center, 8101 Pat Booker Rd.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4;
adults $4, seniors and military $3, students $2, children
50 cents; contact Robert Bowie, 1324 Kings Point Dr.,
Canyon Lake, TX 78133; e-mail: krbotx@gvtc.com; Web
site: www.swgemandmineral.org

28-29--LINCOLN, NEBRASKA: Show, "Gembalaya";
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club; Pershing Center, 226 Cen-
tennial Mall S.; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, children
under 12 free with adult; Charles Wooldridge, Lincoln
Gem & Mineral Club, P.O. Box 5342, Lincoln, NE 68505,
(402) 416-3233; e-mail: mamamar@windstream.net;
Web site: www.lincolngemmineralclub.org

Please send show information to editor@wgmsks.org

For a more complete list of all shows go to:
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp or refer to a
copy of Rock & Gem Magazine.

J

www.wgmsks.org
Website of The Wichita Gem & Mineral Society

www.rmfms.org
Website of the Rocky Mountain Federation

www.amfed.org
Website of the American Federation

Do you have a favorite website that you would like to
share? Send the url and a short description of the site to
wgms2001@yahoo.com ~~ Be sure to include WGMS in
the subject line!!!

Would you like to receive Quarry Quips
by email? If so, send your email address to
editor@wgmsks.org
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