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Article from:  

http://www.about-birthstones.com/julybirthstone.html 
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Officers for 2009-10 were elected at the June general meeting.  The only changes were President, 
Patti Ballou; Show Chairman, Gene Maggard (that would be me, unfortunately); and Director 2012, 
Jim Ballou.  My thanks to Patti for agreeing to be nominated for President.  I know that she will do a 
fine job and that you will provide her all the needed support.  She will be contacting members to fill 
the appointed officer positions.  Please be ready to say “yes” if you are asked. 

Likewise, as Show Chairman I will be contacting members to be on the 2010 show committee.  The show committee must get 
started with 2010 show planning in July, so by the time you read this I will have already made lots of contacts for show       
committee positions.  If I did not contact you but you would like to (or are at least willing to) be on the committee, please let me 
know.  We can find a spot for you. 

Did you know that we are having our second annual tailgate swap meet at our August general meeting?  It will be from 10am to 
12pm on Saturday, August 22, at the Community of Christ Church, 3500 S. Webb.  See Don Atherton’s article elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 
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      July field trip  
      None planned.   
 
 

 

This is my final report on our 2009 Show April 24-26.  From all indications the event was very successful.  I hope you 
share this evaluation and personally had a good time. 

Special thanks to Bob Haines who made eight new display cases.  And thanks also to all those who provided exhibits.  
The number of exhibits was up this year.   Good exhibits help make the show interesting. 

Financially we did well.   This means there was no problem in making a $1,500 contribution to the WGMS Endowment 
Fund at Wichita State University.  This fund yearly supports a WSU geology scholarship. 

Attendance was down slightly, but there was still strong attendance for Sid the Science Kid Education Day Friday.  Also, 
the special programs Saturday and Sunday attracted good crowds.   

I’m concerned that WGMS members realize how important their direct involvement in the show is, including how member 
participation directly impacts financial results.  

Income from admissions and vendor fees pay the basic show expenses.  Our “profit” comes from the special things we 
offer at the show – grab bags, the wheel, junior rock pile, gem hunt, and auction.  The success of all of these depends on 
WGMS member involvement and  contributions:  THANKS, there was strong support again this year.  You see, work 
days are very important as are contributions of materials.  By the way, keep working on grab bags, and junior rock pile 
rocks are badly needed.   

Yes, our yearly show really requires preparation throughout the year.  I hope you think of this simply as added fun.  For, 
from my perspective, the final measure of the success of the show centers in the satisfactions and   enjoyment of those 
who make it all happen. It ain’t work, its ��� . 

Finally, I had a good time being part of another  successful WGMS 
Show.  Hope you feel the same. 

 

Mark your calendar:    “Tri-State Treasures”     

WGMS’s annual show, April 23,24,& 25, 2010. 
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Jul 20      WGMS Board Mtg   7 pm 
                    Community of Christ Church 
 

Jul 26        WGMS General Meeting   2 pm 
          WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101 
 

Jul 31     Quarry Quips Article deadline 
 

Aug 17      WGMS Board Mtg   7 pm 
                    Community of Christ Church 
 

Aug 23       Annual Swap Meet, Pot Luck and Auction 
         Community of Christ Church, 
                      3500 S. Webb Road 

  Swap Meet            9:30 am 
  Lunch             12:30 pm 
  Auction             1:30 pm 

�

�����

�

 
July: 
 04 Dennis Crossland, Gabriella Lorik 
  Steven McMillen 
 08 Gene Maggard 
 09 Lisa Scheibmeir, Lucille Lemonds 
 11 Gregory Weisbrod 
 15 Larry Skelton 
 16 Bob Barratti 
 20 Ardis Cruz, Tara Hurlock 
 23 Herb Wilson, Jim Hilliard 
  Vernon Saddler 
 24 Leo Heidebrecht 
 26 George Asher 
 27 June Koerper 
 29 Lloyd Folger 
 30 Anthony Giardina 
 
August: 
 01 Darrel Boger, Robert Haines 
 05 Richard Goodnough 
 07 Horace Patterson 
 15 Peggy Maggard 
 17 Pat Haines 
 20 Kurtis Girty 
 21 Ida Crouch 
 23 Dora Bradley 
 26 Linda Crossland 
 27 Frank Holinde, Nola Nelson 
 30 Marvaline Ray 

 

JULY/AUGUST: 

30-2--BILLINGS, MONTANA: AFMS/NFMS show and    con-
vention; Billings Gem & Mineral Club; Holiday Inn Trade Cen-
ter, 5500 Midland Rd.; Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-
5; adults $5 (2 days $8, 4 days $15), children under 12 free 
with adult; contact Doug True, (406) 670-0506; e-mail: dtruefos-
sils@yahoo.com; Web site: www.amfed.org/nfms/nfmsshow 

 

AUGUST: 

6-9--BUENA VISTA, COLORADO: 26th annual show; Contin-
tail; Rodeo Grounds, Rodeo Rd. and Gregory Dr.; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 
9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission; contact Carolyn Tunni-
cliff, 1130 Francis #7010, Longmont, CO 80501, (303) 833-
2939; e-mail: ctunnicliff@comcast.net; Web site: 
www.coloradorocks.org 

14-16--BRIDGETON, MISSOURI: 16th annual show, 
"Treasures of the Earth"; Greater Saint Louis Association of 
Earth Science Clubs; Machinist Hall Auditorium, 12365 St. 
Charles Rock Rd.; Fri. 4-9, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; adults $5, 
seniors $4, students $2, children free with adult.  contact 
Robert Morse, 135 Knox St., Troy, MO 63379, (636)462-4423; 
e-mail: rmorse@centurytel.net 

14-16--LAKE GEORGE, COLORADO: Show; Lake George 
Gem & Mineral Club; 37380 U.S. Hwy. 24, next to post office; 
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; free admission; contact John Ra-
kowski, P.O. Box 171, Lake George, CO 80827, (719) 748-
3861; e-mail: president @LGGMClub.org; Web site: 
www.LGGMClub.org 

21-22--TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA: Swap and sale;          
Tahlequah Rock & Mineral Society; Tahlequah Community 
Bldg., 300 W. First St.; Fri. 9-6:30, Sat. 9-5; free admission; 
contact Sara Brasel, (918) 458-0801; e-mail: crosstim-
bersrd@earthlink.net  

21-23--HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS : Show; AKS Gem Shows; 
Hot Springs Convention Center, 134 Convention Blvd.; Fri. 10-
6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $5;  contact Kay Schabilion, 
(504) 455-6101; e-mail: info@aksshow.com; Web site: 
www.aksshow.com  
 

SEPTEMBER: 

5-6--ARLINGTON, TEXAS: 51st annual show, "Nature's            
Kaleidoscope"; Arlington Gem & Mineral Club; Arlington           
Convention Center, 1100 Ballpark Way; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
adults $6, seniors and children $3;  contact Karen Cessna, 
1408 Gibbins Rd., Arlington, TX 76011, (817) 277-2286; e-mail: 
cessnak@ont.com; Web site: www.agemclub.org 

 

Please send show information to editor@wgmsks.org 

For a more complete list of all shows go to: 
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp or refer to a copy of 
Rock & Gem Magazine. 
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                            by Paul Milo 
 
Before man learned the secret of making glass, nature produced glass in two ways - lightning 

strikes and volcanic eruptions. When lightning strikes sand, the heat of the strike sometimes fuses 
the sand into long slender tubes called FULGERITES , commonly called petrified   lightning. 
 
 

 
 
The intense heat produced during a volcanic eruption occasionally fuses rocks and sand to produce              
OBSIDIAN . Early man discovered many uses for obsidian. He shaped it into knives, arrow heads, jewelry 
and money. 
 
 

 
The first manmade glass was in the form of a glaze on ceramic vessels produced around 3000 B.C. The first glass  
vessels were produced in Egypt and Mesopotamia around 1500 B.C. By 30 B.C. the skill of the glass maker had    
improved to the point that manufacturers used glass jars to hold honey, wines and oil. 

 
 
 
The first 4 centuries of the Christian era could be called the Golden Age of Glass. The glass makers had learned 
to make transparent glass. They did blowing, gilding and painting. They knew how to layer different colored 
glass and carve out designs in high relief. 
 

 
 
Glass art had its ups and downs but continued to improve over the centuries. The 17th century is noted in the history of 
glass for the manufacture of crystal glass. Lead was added in the manufacturing process making it softer and more  
refractive. Engraving, cutting and grinding were used to decorate glass at this time. 
 

 
 
The softer crystal was easier to work. Diamond engraving was the preferred method for decorating 
glass. In the Netherlands, the center of diamond engraving, a stippling or pointing was developed to an 
art form. Point and dots were hammered into the glass   surface with a diamond needle. In Holland, a 
punch with a diamond point was hit with a hammer to gain the desired affect. 

 

 

 Excerpt of an article found on the Calgary Rock and Lapidary Club website.  To read the complete article and find instructions for engrav-
ing glass go to :  http://www.crlc.ca/ 

 

Photos From:  http://www.lightning.ece.ufl.edu/pictures/fulgurites/fulg.htm, http://www.decadevolcano.net/photos/photo_gallery.htm, 
http://www.touregypt.net/HistoricalEssays/lifeinEgypt12.htm,  http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5192928,  
http://www.vam.ac.uk/images/image/10034-large.jpghttp://www.house-of-olifiers.com/graphics/glass4.jpg    
 
Related Articles: 
Ancient Eqyptian Glass Making http://www.touregypt.net/historicalessays/lifeinEgypt12.htm 
Ancient Glass -  History for Kids  www.historyforkids.org/learn/science/glass.htm  
Diamond Point Engraved Glassware  http://www.jehannesjewels.com/engraving_directions2.pdf 
Lightning Rocks  http://enochutah.net/forums/viewtopic.php?p=50&sid=73263f69ae1d84f651b110bc221097e6 
Glass Making in Roman Times http://www.museum.upenn.edu/new/research/Roman%20Glass/entrance.shtml 
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On June 28, 2009, 2:00 pm, President Gene Maggard called the General Meeting of the WGMS to order at WSU       
Geology Building.  Present were 39 members and 2 visitors:  Abby Taylor and Rose Munoz.  Since we only had 2      
visitors, each won a door prize.  Ardis Cruz won the door prize as a member, a labradorite pendant made by Bob 
Oliver.  Don Atherton won a door prize for his badge, a necklace made by Lloyd Showmaker. 

Nelson Schmitt reported on the opening day field trip to the Great Salt Plains.  He said it was the day to go.  It began 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony with the Lt Governor, had drawings for prizes off and on all day, and ended with         
competitions judged by the Tulsa Club.  Nelson won the "Best in Show Cluster" and the "Best Small Cluster", totaling 
$65.  Nelson said the crowd was nice but small.  The weather was good.  The crystals were smaller than usual. 

Leo Heidebrecht, Publicity, reminded us of the auction and tailgate swap in August. 

Show Chair report, Lyle Koerper:  Lyle thought the Show was very successful.  He reminded us the club makes money 
through the Gem Hunt, Silent Auction, Grab Bags, and the Wheel. Lyle thanked everyone for their attendance and hard 
work.  He said, right now, we are low on good quality stuff for the Junior Rock Pile.  He suggested that as you hunt this 
year, remember the Rock Pile is in need. 

Gene reported receiving for the club a substantial donation of rose quartz, petrified wood, fossils, etc. 

Alice Piper, Cheer, reported that Curley Clough was hospitalized for 3 days but was back with us at the meeting today. 

�
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President Gene Maggard, at 7:00 pm in his home, called the WGMS Board of Officers meeting to 
order.  Present were:  Gene Maggard, Peggy Maggard, Lyle Koerper Sandy Whiting, Ardis Cruz, 

Joe Cruz, David Hardin, Ray Adams, Leo Heidebrecht, Don  Atherton, Paul Radiel and Susan Bannon. Guests 
were:  Alice Piper and Ann Radiel. 

President Gene Maggard asked for corrections to the minutes. Finding none, Leo Heidelbrecht, publicity, moved the   
minutes be accepted.  Don Atherton, Vice President, seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Gene announced that Mona Pinaire had made a  substantial donation of rocks, mineral and fossils to the club.  After the 
meeting, we viewed the material.  At this time, it is thought that it will be sold at the silent auction on Saturday at our 
Show. 

  

Paul said vendors liked the kids coming through the Show before going upstairs for their program. 

Lyle Koerper, Show Chair, said he was very happy with a successful show.  Lyle is still asking for a description of       
responsibilities for each category at the Show. 

Sandy Whiting, treasurer, introduced the following      
vouchers for payment.   
 
·  Post Master,   Post Box                              $   60.00 
· Debbie Winton,  Hospitality                             155.15 
· Gene Maggard,  Show Special Exhibits           12.72 
                                  Hospitality                              29.51 
 
Paul Radiel moved the vouchers be paid.  Ray Adams,    
Finance, seconded the motion.     Motion passed. 

Announcements from Don Atherton: 
· This Sunday's program will be trilobites with Dave    

Hardin, Director. 
· We'll still start the August general meeting with a 

swap meet in the parking lot at 9:00 am. 
· Since the projector at WSU does not show color 

very well, Don moved to investigate buying a projec-
tor & DVD player w/ a sound system that will fulfill 
our needs.  Paul Radiel, Director. seconded the mo-
tion.  Motion carried.  Don thought he could report 
back during July's Officer's Meeting. 
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Via Gulfport Gems 7/08, Rock Chips 8/08. Beehive Buzzer 8/08 

President Gene Maggard went over the ballot of officers 
for next year: 
 President :  Patti Ballou  
 Vice President:  Don Atherton  
 Show Chair:   Gene Maggard   
 Treasurer:  Sandy Whiting    
 Secretary:  Susan Bannon  
 Membership:  Ardis Cruz  
 Editor:  Carolyn White   
 Field Trip Chair:  Joe Cruz   
 Publicity:  Leo Heidebrecht   
 Finance:  Ray Adams   
 Director 2010:  Paul Radiel   
 Director 2011:  Peggy Maggard   
 Director 2012:  Jim Ballou 
Gene asked for changes, additions, volunteers.  Hearing 
none, he accepted a motion from Lyle Koerper to accept 
the ballot as the new slate of officers for the 2009-2010 
year.  Dave Hardin seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

Curley Clough announced another yard sale of  Bob and 
Ida Crouch.  There will be more rocks & lapidary items, 
plus lots of house furnishings.  July  9, 10 and 11th. 

 If you need an application to hold a spot to sell/swap at 
the August swap, see or call  Don Atherton. 

��������������������������������� ���
Dave Hardin gave a wonderful presentation on             
Trilobites.  He showed and explained a diagram of the 
trilobite's body parts.  He had wonderful samples 
from:  Morrocco, Russia, Canada, U.S.:  Kansas --          
El Dorado & Cambridge, Ohio, Oklahoma, Utah and 
China, to mention a few.  He brought a trilobite burro.  He 
said trilobites were bottom feeders that could be itsy bitsy 
to over 2 ft long.  He introduced us to "Spike", a large 
trilobite of his. 
Show and Tell:  
· Paul Radiel  --  Doublets and Triplets   
· Lyle Koerper  --  samples of his work using a flat    

vibrating polisher   
· June Koerper  --  Rapid City fairburn agates   
· Debbie Winton  --  samples from Phoenix, Arizona   
· Jodi Seager  -  large smokey quartz w/blue structures 

in it   
· Nelson Schmitt  --  hour glass specimen from his trip 

to the Great Salt Plains 
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One very good way of getting rid of mosquitoes is Lis-
terine, the original medicinal type.  The Dollar Store type 
works too. 

 I was at a friend’s deck party, and the bugs were having 
a ball biting everyone.  A man at the party sprayed the 
lawn and deck floor, and the little demons disappeared. 

The next year, I filled a 4 oz spray bottle and used it 
around my seat whenever I say mosquitoes, and viola, 
that worked as well.  It worked at a picnic where we 
sprayed the area around the food table, the children’s 
swing area, and the standing water nearby.  Worth a try, 
it’s not toxic as far as I know!  During  the summer, I don’t 
leave home without it. 

Beehive Buzzer Editor’s comment:  Last summer I tried 
this in my yard when I was working in the vegetable    
garden which was full of pesky ‘skeeters’ and other bugs.  
It worked good. 

 

Source: Internet 

Via Rock Chips 08/08,         

Beehive Buzzer 08/08 
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WGMS members have a great opportunity to purchase 
some great rocks and minerals in the not so far future.   

On Saturday, August 22, there will be a WGMS Buy, Sell, 
Swap Meet at the Community of Christ Church,  3500 S. 
Webb Road.  Only WGMS members are eligible to register 
to have a table of items to sell or swap there.   

If you are interested in having a table there, send your 
registration to Don Atherton, 3831 Countryside St.,     
Wichita, KS 67218-2725 by Aug. 1st.  You must provide 
your own tables and displays. This will be your best       
opportunity to pick up some super rocks and minerals. 

See page 9 for complete details. 
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We haveno new members to introduce this month. 
 
Please make a correction to your 
roster:  
 
Carolyn White’s phone number is 
250-6182.. 

Giant Red Spinel Crystal            
Discovered in East Africa         Oct 

2007. 

by David Weinberg  

They dug it out of a farmer´s field in Mahenge. An    
normous red spinel crystal weighing over 52kgs. If may 
be the largest red spinel ever unearthed! 

Mined at depth of 10 meters, the pyramid shaped rough 
was discovered by a group of miners in the alluvial    
deposit. Mining in the area is normally conducted by 
loosely organized syndicates of small miners funded by 
local entrepreneurs. 

The discovery almost sparked a riot as hundreds of other 
diggers moved in for a piece of the action. Besides being 
lucky, the finders of the really special stones also need to 
be strong and fast – everybody wants stones like that and 
they´re willing to fight for them too! After escaping into 
the bush on a motorcycle, the miner and the motorcycle 
driver were forced to lay low without food and water for 
several days before making their way on to Morogoro. 
From there, they traveled on to Arusha to show their 
rock. The buyer who wishes to remain anonymous said 
"when the stone finally arrived, the miner´s legs were 
bloodied from holding the heavy sharp-edged rock on 
the motorcycle. 

This is an excerpt of an article that  was in the 8/08 edition of 
Rockhoud  Ramplbing.  Source: 
http://www.multicolour.com/spinel/ 
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2009 WGMS  BUY, SELL, SWAP MEET  

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

   Date:   Saturday, August 22nd,       9:30 a.m. to Noon,     Set-up 8:30 a.m. 
   Location:   Community of Christ Church,  3500 S. Webb Road, Wichita, Kansas 
 

   Business Name _______________________________________________________________ 
 

   Business Sales Tax Number____ ___________________________________________________ 
 

   Your Name __________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Address ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   Phone Number_____ ___________________________________________________________ 
 

   E-Mail _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   Please send Registration Form to  
   Don Atherton, 3831 Countryside Street, Wichita, Kansas 67218-4005***316-685-2725 by August 1, 2009. 
 
   *Must be WGMS member to have a booth at swap meet. 
   *Must provide tables and other display materials. 

The second annual    
Buy, Swap and Sell 

Meet is open to all cur-
rent WGMS members 
who would like to have 

a booth.  You must 
have a KS Sales Tax 
number if you plan to 

sell at this meet. 

To register call           
Don Atherton at        
316-685-2725               

by Aug 1 with your    
Business Name and  
Sales Tax number. 

One space per member / 
family.  Spaces will be 

assigned on a “First 
Come” basis. 

Set Up 8:30 am 
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Rocks 

Gems 

Minerals 

Fossils 

Jewelry 

Lapidary 
Work 
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Carolyn White, Editor 
2225 N. Fountain 

Wichita, KS  67220 
editor@wgmsks.org 
www.wgmsks.org 
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TIME VALUE 
DO NOT DELAY 

«Name», «Type» 
«Name 2» 
«Address» 
«City State zip»  «Sort Field» 

Hope you had a wonderful 

4th of July! 


