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With our 2009 show now past us it is a more relaxed time for several of us in WGMS.  Perhaps it is a good 
time to reflect on what we did well during the past year and what we could do better.  If you have any ideas on 
how we could make things even better for WGMS in the upcoming year, now would be a good time to pass 
on your thoughts to your  society leadership about improvements, and perhaps even how you can help with 
them. 
 
It was a tough time for several WGMS members the last couple of weeks.  Curley Clough’s brother died, Bill 
and Janet Smith’s grandson was killed in an  accident, and Leo Heidebrecht broke his leg.  Our hearts go out 
to the Clough’s and the Smith’s.  We wish Leo a speedy and complete recovery. 
 
Officer elections is the main event at the June  meeting.  There will be a new Show Chairman     because Lyle 
has decided to “retire” from any    leadership role.  I hope that it is only temporary.  Lyle is one of the kinds of 
people that can lead    others and get things done.  We need more “Lyle’s” willing to step up and take leader-
ship roles.  If we had more such people then more of us could step aside and let others lead the way, and 
perhaps get more rotation into and out of the officer positions. If you think about it, please express to Lyle 
your appreciation for the work that he has accomplished for the good of WGMS. 
 
Have you ever heard of the Show Committee?  Would you like to find out more about it and what this group of 
people do to the cause the show to happen?  If so, let me know and we can get you  intimately acquainted 
with the workings of the Show Committee.  There will be a new Show Committee (with mostly old members) 
starting up in July or   August.  I bet that they would love to have you as part of the committee. 
 
Happy Rockhounding and watch out for the snakes.  I did see my first rattle snake for several years while   
fixing fence, last week.  It left me alone after a rattle greeting and I left it alone. 
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Biven, Timothy        
5726 E 26th Place 
Tulsa, OK 74114 
918-706-0331 
Birthday:  12/13 
 
Davisson, Karen        
5120 N. Newton Cir 
Park City, KS 67219 
316-260-1728 
Birthday:  6/13 
 
McCall, Lindsay          
1629 Old Wick Rd 
Wichita, KS 67235 
316-518-1855 
Birthday:  1/12 
 

June field trip  
None planned.   

 
Ardis and I are going on our annual dinosaur fossil hunt.   
 

Thanks ~ Joe 
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Carroll, Jeri    
1008 Verda 
Wichita, KS 67203 
316-945-9336 
Birthday:    12/4 

Please welcome the following new or renewing    members who joined in May 2009: 

 
Rhodes, John          
P.O. Box 12023 
Wichita, KS 67277 
316-706-7747 
Birthday:  10/06 
 
Schmitt, Nelson         
940 Spaulding 
Wichita, KS 67203 
316-267-3003 
Birthday:  4/24 
 
Sullivan, W. Peter     
6414 E. 14th St. 
Wichita, KS 67206 
316-683-4018 
Birthday:  1/17 

 
Worden, John     bday:    12/24 
   Faye     bday:      3/27 
829 E Birch Ave 
Enid, OK 73701-2360 
580-233-6996 
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Jun 22      WGMS Board Mtg   6 pm 
        8318 SE Highway 77, Leon KS 
 
Jun 28      WGMS General Meeting  2 pm 
          WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101 
 
Jul 03      Quarry Quips article deadline 
 
Jul 20      WGMS Board Mtg   7 pm 
                    Community of Christ Church 
 
Jul 26        WGMS General Meeting  2 pm 
          WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101 
 
Jul 31     Quarry Quips Article deadline 
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June: 
 06 Jerry McDonald 
 07 Max Bauman 
 08 Michael Bayouth, Caitlin Gass 
 13 Karen Davisson  
 14 Sara Murphy 
 15 Curley and Mary Clough 
 19 Johnny Saunders, Anna Hixon 
 22 Joshua Hixon 
 25 Naomi Matney 
 29 Janet Khoury, Bob Hicks 
 30 Elwood King 
 
July: 
 04 Dennis Crossland, Gabriella Lorik 
  Steven McMillen 
 08 Gene Maggard 
 09 Lisa Scheibmeir, Lucille Lemonds 
 11 Gregory Weisbrod 
 15 Larry Skelton 
 16 Bob Barratti 
 20 Ardis Cruz, Tara Hurlock 
 23 Herb Wilson, Jim Hilliard 
  Vernon Saddler 
 24 Leo Heidebrecht 
 26 George Asher 
 27 June Koerper 
 29 Lloyd Folger 
 30 Anthony Giardina 

JUNE: 
 
5-7--TULSA, OKLAHOMA:  Show; Gem Faire Inc.; Expo 
Square/Exchange Center 1, 4145 E. 21st St.; Fri. 12-7, Sat. 
10-7, Sun. 10-5; $5 weekend pass; contact Yooy Nelson, 
(503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
www.gemfaire.com 
 
12-14--ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO:  Show; Gem Faire 
Inc.; New Mexico State Fairgrounds, 300 San Pedro N.E.; 
Fri. 12-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; $5 weekend pass; contact 
Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; 
Web site: www.gemfaire.com 
 
19-21--SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS:  Show; Live Oak Civic Cen-
ter, 8101 Pat Booker Rd.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 11-4; 
free admission; contact Kateri Rose, (509) 690-7644; Web 
site: www.myspace.com/beadjamboree 
 
20--COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO:  Show, "Rock 
Fair at WMMI"; Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society; 
Western Museum of Mining and Industry, 225 N. Gate Blvd.; 
Sat. 9-3; adults $5, children $2; contact Ronald "Yam" Yami-
olkoski, (719) 488-5526; e-mail: info@csms.us; Web site: 
www.csms.us 
 
 
JULY: 
 
3-5--FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO: Show; San Juan 
County Gem & Mineral Society; Farmington Civic Center, 
Arlington St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; 
door prizes, rocks, gems, minerals, Farmington Freedom 
Days; contact Mickie Calvert, P.O. Box 1482, Farmington, 
NM 87499, (505) 632-8288; e-mail: mickie2@earthlink.net 

10-12--DURANGO, COLORADO: 56th show; Four Corners 
Gem & Mineral Club; La Plata County Fairgrounds, 2500 
Main Ave.; Fri. 11-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; 
contact Joanna Baker, P.O. Box 955, Durango, CO 81302, 
(970) 385-6850; e-mail: info@durangorocks.org 

11-12--ROSEVILLE, MINNESOTA: Har Mar Summer Show; 
Anoka County Gem & Mineral Club; Har Mar Mall, 2100 
Snelling Ave.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; free admission; gems, 
minerals, jewelry, fossils, agates, collectibles; contact Mar-
tha Miss, 8445 Grange Blvd., Cottage Grove, MN 55016, 
(651) 459-0343; e-mail: rockbiz8@cs.com 

30-2--BILLINGS, MONTANA: AFMS/NFMS show and con-
vention; Billings Gem & Mineral Club; Holiday Inn Trade 
Center, 5500 Midland Rd.; Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 10-5; adults $5 (2 days $8, 4 days $15), children under 
12 free with adult; contact Doug True, (406) 670-0506; e-
mail: dtruefossils@yahoo.com; Web site: www.amfed.org/
nfms/nfmsshow 

Please send show information to editor@wgmsks.org 

For a more complete list of all shows go to: 
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp or refer to a copy of 
Rock & Gem Magazine. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
Ray Adams won a doorprize and Marie Trisler won the 
guest doorprize. 
 
Alice Piper, Cheer, gave the following announcements: 
· Leo Heidelbrecht broke his leg. 
· Curley Clough's brother passed. 
· Bell & Janet Smith lost a grandson. 
· Ruth Weishaar's  brother passed. 
  
Field trip May 30th Jet, Ok. 
  
Dave Hardin read a Thank You  San Juan Gems sent for 
having them at our show. 
  
The ballot of officers for next year includes: 
  
   President           Patty Ballou 
   Vice President   Don Atherton 
   Treasurer           Sandy Whiting 
   Secretary          Susan Bannon 
   Show Chair       Gene Maggard 
   Publicity           Leo Heidelbrecht 
   Editor               Carolyn White 
   Director             Jim Ballou 
   Director            Peggy Maggard  (2more yrs) 
   Director            Paul Radiel (1more yr) 
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The WGMS Board was called to order by President Gene 
Maggard May 11,2009 at the Community of Christ 
church.   
 
In attendance were:  Gene Maggard, Peggy Maggard, 
Sandy Whiting, Dave Hardin,   Leo Heidebrecht, Carolyn 
White, Lyle Koerper, Ardis Cruz, and Susan Bannon. 
  
Sandy Whiting, Treasurer, submitted the following vouch-
ers for payment: 
· Cessna Activity Center   ~  Show ~   $ 2625.00   
· Tony Mc Claffin  ~  Security  ~   $50.44 
· Susan Bannon ~ Stamps   ~   $19.35 
· John Patton ~  Set up   ~  $250.00 
· Bob Haines   ~   Cases   ~  $179.04 
· Lyle Koerper  ~ show   ~  $103.14 
Ardis Cruz, Membership, moved the vouchers be paid.   
Sandy Whiting seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 

Ardis Cruz presented membership applications for the     
following: 
· John Rhodes 
· Jeri Carroll 
· Karen Davisson 
· Lindsay McCall 
· John & Faye Warden 
· W. Peter Sullivan 
 Ardis Cruz  moved the applicants be accepted.  Sandy   
seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 

· Carolyn White, Editor, said the newsletter would be   
forthcoming.  She's, also, thinking about a Junior      
Newsletter & a Junior Program.  We discussed some 
ideas. 

· The idea of a new membership application was 
tossed around.  We may revise ours so it is more 
useful to the club. 

· May 30th - Salt Plains - field trip 
· Lyle Koerper, Show chair, said the Show Committee 

had a productive wrap up session. 
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May 17, 2009 President Gene Maggard called the      
general meeting of the Wichita Gem & Mineral Society to 
order at 2:00 pm in the WSU Geological Building.   

 

The May program was Franklin, NJ--Fluorescent mineral 
capital of the world".  The program was good with   fluo-
rescent minerals from New Jersey showing most of  
the many minerals and their make up of different minerals 
that produce the different colors.  The quality of pictures 
were very poor from the projector.  
  
Show and Tell: 
Gene Maggard showed a display of excellent selenite 
crystals from Oklahoma.  Terry Davis showed red jasper, 
fossil algae, and other rocks from Black Mesa in Okla.  
  
The program in June will be presented by Dave Hardin 
on Trilobites.  In July Paul Radiel will provide the  
program. 
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Excerpt from    Words Of Caution   by John Wright, RPG,  AFMS Conservation & Legislation Chair 
 
Numerous items are banned from being imported into the United States, i.e. cocaine, opium, 
etc., but I want to  concentrate on things that pertain to us rockhounds. Most of us are well 
aware that importing ivory or ivory products into the United States has been banned for a 
couple of decades. Until recently there were very few restrictions on importing gemstones, 
precious metals, or fossils, if these properties were declared, documented properly, and the 
appropriate  tariffs paid. Well, this is quickly changing as one vocal segment of our population 
has suddenly decided that the methods used to mine and manufacture jewelry items are 
cruel and inhumane (yet they are more than quick, ready, and proud to wear exquisite jewelry 
when in the limelight). They also want to apply the same rules being forced on us here in the 

United States to fossils obtained in others areas of the world. 
 
In 2002 restrictions were placed on importing gemstones and minerals from Myanmar (which used to be Burma)        
because of the inhuman way in which the people were  being treated by the country’s military regime. The 2002         
restrictions were changed to a complete total ban effective October 1, 2008. This ban means that gemstones and      
jewelry items originating in Myanmar (rubies, sapphires, jadeite, etc.) can no longer be  imported into the USA 
even if the actual jewelry was made in another country. Items falling within this restriction must have                
documentation  proving they were obtained prior to the implementation of the law or that the origin of the item was 
other than Myanmar. Since approximately 90% of the world’s gem quality natural rubies come from Myanmar this 
law is effectively going to shut down their availability in the United States. Yangon gem sellers dismissed the    
sanction against their government as a symbolic gesture unlikely to have much impact on their lucrative trade. “Our 
buyers are almost all from China, Russia, the Gulf, Thailand, India and the European Union, and we can barely 
keep up with their demand,” said Theta Mar of Mandalar Jewelry, a store in the museum gem shop located in the 
capitol of Myanmar.   
 
The thing you need to be aware of is that efforts are well under way in the US Congress to have these same      
restrictions placed on a variety of gemstones and minerals from other countries in the world. I wonder how many of 
us still have the receipts for the jewelry items we purchased many years ago that might fall into the restricted    
categories. At the present this will not be much of a problem unless you travel out of country and happen to take 
along some of your jewelry or maybe find some really outstanding buys you can’t live without while abroad.     
Coming back into this country could present a real challenge.  I’ve often heard that an elephant is a mouse built to 
government specifications and now with the current trend towards political correctness, I fully expect to see these 
efforts at restricting gemological imports grow into a real monster. Will these embargoes which penalize our       
citizens in order to punish other governments with whom we disagree work? Not really - just like the restrictions on 
rubies from Myanmar, with the Americans and a few European consumers out of the picture, buyers from other 
countries will be more than happy to take advantage of a great opportunity. Who will loose? Unfortunately, we 
Americans citizens will. 
 

from AFMS Newsletter, 4/09 
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· This is a great way to keep your sterling silver jewelry from tarnishing. Tarnish is caused by sulfur 

gases in the air. Chalk is a natural absorber of sulfur. So, place sticks of chalk (blackboard chalk) in 
your cases, jewelry boxes,  jewelry drawer, or just around your jewelry.  

· Fire scale is caused when you heat silver or gold and the copper alloy mixes with oxygen in the surrounding air. One 
way to prevent fire scale is to coat the entire piece you are working on with flux. As the flux dries when you are    
soldering, it will create a glass that forms a barrier between the copper and the oxygen.  

· When making a bezel for a smaller stone, it is often very difficult. So try using a super glue to attach your stone to 
your metal block. This will hold your stone in place and it can be removed when you are ready for it by placing a   
solvent on the glue.  This method is not recommended for opals (especially doublets and triplets). 

Sourcehttp://www.rocks4u.comm, via  Cutting Remarks 6/09 
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Freezing:  Leaves the creature much as it was in life. Its arteries may still contain dried blood. The Ice Age    mammoths 
of Siberia and Alaska froze. 
 

Drying or Desiccation : Best known are the camels and sloths in our southwest caves. 
 

Wax and Asphalt : Natural paraffin makes an excellent preservative. Many specimens have been found in Polish mines. 
The most famous asphalt fossils were found in the California La Brea Tar Pits (la brea mans the tar). 
 

Simple Burial : English bogs are famous for their buried forests. Sand dollars are mollusks, some of which were         
preserved this way for up to 75 million years. 
 

Carbonization : Incomplete decay of volatile substances leaves carbon behind, sometimes reducing organisms to paper 
thin layers of shiny black film that reveal much  detail. 
 

Tracks, Trails and Burrows : Dinosaur tracks are the most famous of these. In Nebraska, the Devil's Corkscrew once 
housed a beaver who dug an eight foot spiral hole. 
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From Numerous bulletins, original authors/sources unknown via The Rock Bag 03/1998 via Rockhound Rambling 05/2009 
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Great care must be exercised in working with malachite as it is poisonous in its raw state. 
Never lick it to see the color. If you wet your finger to apply it to the stone, do not put your 
finger back in your mouth. Grind malachite wet and wear a mask. When cutting it on the saw, do not get the 
contaminated oil on your skin. If you do, cleanse the affected skin immediately. 
 
If you smoke, you can tell very easily if you are inhaling malachite dust because the smoke will taste         
sickeningly sweet. The reason for this sweet taste is that the copper oxide dust mixes with the moisture in the 
mouth, and this combination reacts with the tar of the tobacco, turning it into saccharin, an artificial        
sweetener. 
 
When working with Malachite saw about 10 degrees away from directly parallel to the grain. This way when 
you are done with the stone, you will get a bulls-eye effect.  Malachite is a fairly soft stone, try to cut the slab 

a little thicker than other material. When  grinding, always wear a breathing mask. This is 
toxic material and can make you very ill. After grinding, sand first on a new 600 grit sanding 
belt. For polishing, ZAM on hard felt is recommended. Give the stone a little extra time. 
 

From the RockVein, Winnipeg R&M Club Apr 2004, via The Rockhounder, 6/09 
Photos from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malachite 
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Carolyn White, Editor 
2225 N. Fountain 

Wichita, KS  67220 
editor@wgmsks.org 
www.wgmsks.org 
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TIME VALUE 
DO NOT DELAY 

«Name», «Type» 
«Name 2» 
«Address» 
«City State zip»  «Sort Field» 

Happy Father’s Day 


