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Did you work at the show?  If so, did you have a good 
time?  I hope so.  Everyone at the show that worked 
seemed to be enjoying themselves.  I really like Educa-
tion Day, Friday.  I like to see all the kids running around,   
having fun, and liking all the rocks.  I didn’t like them   
picking the mica off one of our special exhibits, but     
putting a “Do Not Touch” sign on the rock solved that 
problem.  If you missed the show, too bad.  You missed 
out on a fun and rewarding experience.  Plan better for 
next year. 
 

Many thanks to Lyle Koerper for doing his usual           
outstanding job as Show Chairman.  The show went very 
well, thanks to Lyle’s great leadership.  Congratulations 
to Lyle, also, for being elected “Rock Hound of the Year.”  
Very well deserved. 
 

Thanks to all club members who helped with the show.   
Without participation by a large contingent of club      
members the show could not happen.  All who were there 
worked with enthusiasm and a positive attitude.  Needed, 
at times, especially when there are hundreds of    
screaming kids running around. 
 

With the show out of the way and warm weather here,      
perhaps we can enjoy some great field trips.  I will bet 
that Field Trip Chair Joe Cruz will have some great ones. 
 

Happy Rockhounding, 
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Please welcome our four new 
members and add their informa-
tion to your directory. 

 

Ray Vitkus     BD 2/01 
  daughter Crissy   BD 4/08 
721 N Stratford Ln 
Wichita, KS 67206 
Joined 4-2009 
 
Jim Meier          BD 9/13 
18422 S Cedar Ridge Rd 
Claremore, OK 67019 
Joined 4-2009 
 
 
We had 15 people express interest in joining WGMS.  
They will receive a complementary copy of the Quarry 
Quips for the next 3 months.  If you see a new face at a 
meeting or a field trip be sure to introduce yourself and 

�

 

I appreciate very much receiving the 
2009 Rockhound of the Year Award.  
As you know, this program centers in 
participation in the yearly Gem & 
Mineral Show.   
 

My first elective office in the WGMS was show chair-
man.  I took the job because I knew that there were 
many “WGMS veterans” who would help in major ways  
--  such as Claude and Naomi Matney, Bob and Ida 
Crouch, Jim Nutter, and Curley and Mary Clough. 
 
All shows, past and future, represent the total efforts of 
many.  WGMS still has many “veterans” willing to help 
anyone accepting a leadership roll. 
 
June and I enjoy being rockhounds and sharing this 
hobby with others.  Receiving the Rockhound of the 
Year recognition is indeed an honor. 

Aaron Roush BD 1/16 
3004 S. Edwards 
Wichita, KS 67217 
Joined 4/2009 

Saturday, May 30th 
Salt Flats in Jet, Oklahoma 

 
Meet at 9:00 in the parking lot of the United Grocery store 
located at the south end of Cherokee, OK. 
 
Directions: Take I-35 south to exit 222, Blackwell, OK.  
Exit right on Hwy 11 going west approximately 57 miles 
to Hwy 8.  Turn left, south, going to Cherokee.  Continue 
thru town, still going south, and watch for the United   
Grocery Store on the left hand side of the street. 
 
Things you will need to bring – shovel, rubber boots, beer 
flats, water, rubber mat and lots of water.  Wear clothes 
you don’t want any more.  They may need to be thrown 
away.  Recommended - bring extra clothes to change 
into for the ride home. 
 
June field trip  
None planned.  Ardis and I are going on our annual    
dinosaur fossil hunt.  If someone wants to lead a trip, I 
will help set one up for June. 
 
Thanks  
Joe 
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May 11      Show Committee Meeting              7 pm 
      & WGMS Board Mtg   
          Community of Christ Church           
           3500 S Webb Rd 
 

May 17      WGMS General Meeting  2 pm 
          WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101 
 

May 22     Quarry Quips Deadline 
 

May 30      Field Trip: Great Salt Plains, Oklahoma 
 

Jun 22      WGMS Board Mtg   6 pm 
        8318 SE Highway 77, Leon KS 
 

Jun 28      WGMS General Meeting  2 pm 
          WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101 
 
 

�
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May: 
 03 Velma Collins 
 18 Sherry Whitmore 
 23 Arleta Seery 
 24 Ramona Lingafelter, Sally Henning 
 25 Gary Moore 
 28 Barbara Hoppins 
 29 Randy Woods   
 
 
June: 
 06 Jerry McDonald 
 07 Max Bauman 
 08 Michael Bayouth, Caitlin Gass 
 14 Sara Murphy 
 15 Curley and Mary Clough 
 19 Johnny Saunders, Anna Hixon 
 22 Joshua Hixon 
 25 Naomi Matney 
 29 Janet Khoury, Bob Hicks 
 30 Elwood King 
 

 
MAY: 
 
8-10--COLUMBIA, MO: Show and sale; Central Missouri 
Rock & Lapidary Club; Boone County Fair Grounds, N. 
Hwy. 70 on Hwy. 63, 5212 Oakland Gravel Rd.; Fri. 1-8, 
Sat. 8-5, Sun. 8-3; three-day admission: adults $5, seniors 
(60+) and youth (12-18) $3, under 11 free;  Deb Booker, 
(574) 474-4200 
 
9-10--GRAND JUNCTION, CO: 62nd annual show, "A Gem 
of a Show"; Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club; Two Riv-
ers Convention Center, 1st and Main; contact Brent Jensen, 
(970) 245-5595 or (970) 433-6591 
 
16-17--LUBBOCK, TX: 51st show; Lubbock Gem & Mineral 
Society; Lubbock Civic Center, 1501 Mac Davis Ln.; Sat. 10
-6, Sun. 10-5;  contact Archie Scott, (806) 894-1584; e-mail: 
asscott3@windstream.net 
 
23-24--FORT WORTH, TX: Show, "Jumpin' for Geodes"; 
Fort Worth Gem & Mineral Club; Will Rogers Memorial Cen-
ter, 3401 W. Lancaster; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, sen-
iors $4, children 12 and under free;  contact Steve Hilliard, 
P.O. Box 418, Decatur, TX 76234, (817) 925-5760; e-mail: 
fwgmc@embarqmail.com; Web site: 
www.fortworthgemandmineralclub.com 
 
 
JUNE: 
 
5-7--TULSA, OKLAHOMA:  Show; Gem Faire Inc.; Expo 
Square/Exchange Center 1, 4145 E. 21st St.; Fri. 12-7, Sat. 
10-7, Sun. 10-5; $5 weekend pass; contact Yooy Nelson, 
(503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
www.gemfaire.com 
 
12-14--ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO:  Show; Gem Faire 
Inc.; New Mexico State Fairgrounds, 300 San Pedro N.E.; 
Fri. 12-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; $5 weekend pass; contact 
Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; 
Web site: www.gemfaire.com 
 
19-21--SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS:  Show; Live Oak Civic Cen-
ter, 8101 Pat Booker Rd.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 11-4; 
free admission; contact Kateri Rose, (509) 690-7644; Web 
site: www.myspace.com/beadjamboree 
 
20--COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO:  Show, "Rock 
Fair at WMMI"; Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society; 
Western Museum of Mining and Industry, 225 N. Gate Blvd.; 
Sat. 9-3; adults $5, children $2; contact Ronald "Yam" Yami-
olkoski, (719) 488-5526; e-mail: info@csms.us; Web site: 
www.csms.us 
 
 
Please send show information to editor@wgmsks.org 

For a more complete list of all shows go to: 
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp or refer to a copy of 
Rock & Gem Magazine. 

 



 

Chairman………....…Lyle Koerper………..…..316-722-7115 
Admissions…..…….. Peggy Maggard.............316-742-3746 
Announcer……...…...Jim Ballou………….…...316-722-7193 
                                  Lisa Scheibmeir………...316-687-1183 
Dealers……………....David Hardin…………....620-584-4716 
Electrical……………..Greg Weisbrod..…….....316-686-1810 
Fluorescents...……...Ray Adams…………......316-942-7006 
Gem Hunt……...……David Hardin……….…...620-584-4716 
Grab Bags………......Carolyn White…….….....316-250-6182 
Junior Rock Pile….....Alan DeGood…….….....316-794-8391 
Membership……...….Ardis Cruz………..……..316-218-0250 
WGMS President...…Gene Maggard…….…...316-742-3746 
Publicity……………...Leo Heidebrecht………..316-260-4591 
Education Day…..…..Carolyn White…….........316-250-6182 

Pat Clough McCombs....316-210-7380 
Secretary……..………Susan Bannon…….…...316-689-8256 
Hospitality……..……..Debbie Winton…….…...316-841-8773 
Security…………..…..Tony McClaflin….……...785-489-2248 
Setup………………....Bill Smith………….…….620-296-4652 
Silent Auction……...…Mary Clough…………...316-943-1785 
Special Exhibits……...Gene Maggard……......316-742-3746 
Special Programs…...Don Atherton…….……..316-685-2725 
Treasurer………..…...Sandy Whiting………….316-744-8848 
Volunteer Coord……..Gene Maggard………...316-742-3746 
Wheel…………...…….Alice Piper……………..316-264-7273 
Demonstrators………..Larry Skelton…………..316-722-1267 
Editor……………...….Carolyn White…….…….316-250-6182 
Webmaster………..….Sandy Riekeman….......316-262-7473 

 

How Successful Was Our 56 th Show? 
 
This question can be answered in a number of ways.  For 
example, did you have a good time preparing for the 
show, helping out at the event, creating an exhibit, and 
perhaps purchasing something special?  Did you have 
fun?  Do you  feel good about the show?  
 
Personally, I was very pleased.  I take pride in working 
with a large group of committed persons who worked 
hard to showcase for the public what rockhounding is all 
about and what interest in the earth sciences can lead to.   
 

THANK YOU to all who prepared for, worked   
during, contributed to, and even helped put 

away the WGMS 56 th Wichita Gem and Mineral 
Show. 

 
Although I believe that the first measure of success of the 
show centers in what WGMS members feel, we are also 
concerned about what others think.   More information 
will be available later, but the following will be of interest. 
 

· Attendance was down somewhat. We had 100 
(15.6%) fewer coupons turned in than last year.          
Financial figures will provide more insight into         
attendance. 

· Threatening weather and current economic condi-
tions probably helped reduce attendance. 

· A transformer failure on Friday afternoon caused a 1 
½ hour slow down with half lights.  Sunday after-
noon’s  tornado siren and the Cessna emergency 
alert system directing “all employees to leave work 
and take     shelter” also created a slow period. 

· However, I talked with all dealers after the show: only 
2 of the 15 seemed less than really enthused. 

· We thought attendance at Education Day Friday 
would be down, but well over 1,000 kids came with 
nearly 300 teachers and parents. 

· WGMS members provided more displays this year . 
· The buffet dinner Thursday night with vendors as our 

guests was great! 
· Set up was accomplished on schedule, and take 

down was the fastest I have experienced.   The trailer 
was returned to the storage lot at about 7:30 pm, just    
before another major rain storm hit the area. 
�

THANKS again , especially to Show Committee 
members, and to all who helped in any way.  I hope 
you feel good about the show, and as I do, evaluate 
this 56th event as very successful. 
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Notice to Show Committee Members 
 

Show Committee members, remember the evaluation 
meeting at 7 p. m. Monday, May 11, at Community of Christ 
Church, 3500 S. Webb Road.   Please bring an extra copy 
of your show “job description.”  If you do not have a written 
job outline, please write what your responsibilities are and 
the means for meeting those responsibilities.  What was 
good, and how the show can be improved will be           
discussed. 
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Thanks to our international member Mr. Fritz 
Aeschbacher for donating several mineral specimens to 
the show auction.  Fritz had prepared a display of 
Greenland rocks for the club cabinet where they 
were recently found in storage by the curator.  Greg 
wrote and got a nice letter back in which Mr. 
Aeschbacher sent his regards and directed the           
donation.  Thanks Fritz. 
 
 

Membership, Ardis Cruz  
Thank you to Pat Andra, Marci Fleeker, Carolyn White & 
Naomi Matney for helping at the Membership table at the 
show.  You all did a wonderful job and I hope had as 
good a time as I did.  It’s fun to talk to people about our 
hobby and hopefully recruit new members.  Thanks 
again.  Without you volunteers the Show wouldn’t be as 
big a success as it always is.  And not near so much fun. 
 
 

Gem Hunt, David Hardin  
Thanks to everyone who helped at the Gem Hunt.  We 
had well over 200 visitors to the booth.   
 
 

Publicity, Leo Heidebrecht  
Thanks to everyone who passed out coupons to their 
friends, family, coworkers and to those who distributed 
them to local businesses.  Your efforts make a big      
difference in attendance at the show. 

 
 

Fluorecents, Ray Adams  
Thanks to Patti B, Leo H, Tony G, George A, Horace P, 
Greg W, Clinton A, Sandy R and everyone else who 
helped with the fluorescent rock display. 

 
 

Schools & Scouts, Patty Clough & Carolyn White  
Thank you to all who braved the noise on Friday to help 
with the educational program upstairs.  It takes a lot of 
help to route 1000+ children through the educational    
program.   We couldn’t do it without you. 

 
 

Spin the Wheel, Alice Piper  
I want to thank all who helped at the wheel and to say 
thanks for all the donated materials.  Special recognition 
to Elizabeth Hixon and Angela White, 2 of our  junior 
members, who knew the names of most of the materials 
that on the wheel and shared that with wheel spinners.  
Thanks again, to ALL who made the show a success! 

 

 
Volunteer Coordinator, Gene Maggard  

Thanks to all volunteers that worked at the show,   exhibited, 
or helped set up/tear down.  Nearly everyone that I         
contacted that was physically able agreed to work at least 
one shift.  We had a great turnout for setup, which I thought 
went very well.  I especially appreciate the several of you 
that indicated that you would be at the show most of the 
time, and if I needed someone to work just ask you.  We had 
several no-shows, probably due to my poor scheduling but 
there were enough of you available that we are able to cover 
the absences without any problem.  
 

 
Grab Bags, Carolyn White  

Thank you to everyone who made a necklace, broke a 
rock, bagged a specimen, assembled a grab bag or  
worked at the booth.  Grab bags are one of the  ways 
WGMS provides fun filled education for hundreds of chil-
dren each year.  Thanks for making it happen.   
 

I’d like to give special recognition  to the following people  
· 1000 necklaces were assembled and packaged by 

Marvaline Ray, Mary Clough, Curley Clough, Ann 
Radiel, Paul Radiel, Alice Piper, Ray Adams and 
Sussan Bannon . 

· 500+ grab bags were sewn by Sandy Whiting and 
her mother Carol Swain 

  
 

Electrical, Greg Weisbrod  
Hey wire!”  Thank you to the hard working volunteers of the 
Power Distribution Brigade #1 for their help and patience  dur-
ing set up.  In particular, Larry, Miklos, Joshua and     Richard 
will be receiving the Hero of the Show medallion (made of genu-
ine silvery duct tape).  The official tally was 247,000 crossovers 
without a stumble or trip on our underfoot carpet strip.  Con-
gratulations guys!  I must confess, your leader was a little 
green.  The idea of recycling the electricity by having the am-
perage and voltage out of phase was not good.  The Westar 
Arrester kicked in and produced a    brownout.  However, we 
did use 3% less power this year.  Finally a plug for the numer-
ous members of the Take-it-Away Crew who get our gratitude 
and thanks for their unplugging, unappealing, detaping rewind-
ing and returning efforts! 
 

 
Admissions, Peggy Maggard  

Thanks to everyone who helped with admissions during 
our annual show. 

 

 
Security, Tony McClaflin  

Thanks to all who helped with building security.  Special 
thanks for the supper break - the hour to eat and rest   
before starting security duty was appreciated. 
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PEGGY’S PEARLS AND MORE JEWELRY 

“SPECIAL TUCSON BUY OF AMETHYST  

CATHEDRALS” 

Call 316-742-3746 for prices 

 

Gene Maggard, President, called the Board of 
Directors meeting together at 7:00 pm on April 
20, 2009 in the Community of Christ Church.  
In attendance were: Gene Maggard, Peggy 
Maggard, Ray Adams, Sandy Whiting, Leo Heidebrecht, Ardis Cruz, Jo Cruz, 
Carolyn White, Lyle Koerper and Susan Bannon.  Guest: Alice Piper.  Minutes 
approved. 
 
Ardis cruz, Membership, introduced 4 applications for membership:  Aaron 
Rousch, Jim Meier, Ray Vitkus and Crissy Vitkus.  Peggy Maggard, Director, 
moved to accept the applicants.  Ray Adams, Finance, seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. 
 
· Tues, April 28th we will probably go to the Great Salt Plains. 
· Leo Heidebrecht, Publicity, said Mike Everhart was on Channel 10.  He did 

some advertising for our show. Ads have been coming out nicely. 
· The Kansas Geological Survey will provide a salt specimen to display at our 

show. 
· Six dealers will have exhibits this year due to Bob Haine’s building our new 

fancy display cases 
· ATM will be right outside the East door beginning Saturday at the show. 
· It was decided that in order to win a doorpirze at the Show, you have to be 

present. 
· Sandy Whiting handed out the 6 month Financial Statement.  We went over 

the statement.  Carolyn White moved to accept the statement.  Ray Adams 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed 

· Sandy Whiting submitted the vouchers.  Carolyn White moved to pay the 
vouchers.  Ray Adams seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
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· Oce North American       $ 608.00 
annual copier maintenance	

· Wichita Eagle                $ 2251.24      
show advertisement	

· Awards Factory                 $ 51.82	
plaques	

· Awards Factory                 $  7.18	
name badge	

· Greater  Wichita & Visitor Bureau 
yearly dues                     $ 200.00                          	

· Carolyn White                 $ 240.35 
paper cutter, staplers, paper, 
stamps	

· Bob Haines                     $ 220.59  
case construction	

· Bob Haines                    $  689.02 
new show case construction	

· KS Geological Survey      $  30.00 
membership	

·  Postmaster                     $  25.20     
stamps	

· WSU Scholarship Fund  $1500.00 
2009 scholarship	

· Ardis Cruz                         $ 50.00 
field trip	

· K-15 Storage                   $ 200.00 
trailer storage	

· Sandy Whiting                 $ 164.03 
108 Dig into Rocks books               
144 Dig into Fossils books                	

· Leo Heidebrecht                 $36.71 
postage/publicity	

· Mike Everhart                  $ 300.00 
program for show	

· Lyle Koerper                    $ 368.73 
show publicity, rock pile                    
special exhibits, etc	
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Anna  & Angie  lick their bug candy 
- compliments of Mary Clough. 

Naida House demonstrates making gem trees 

How many of you 
knew that David 

Hardin painted such 
beautiful pictures?   

Paul & Ann Radiel -  Cabbing 

Herb Wilson -  Flint Knapping (rock skinning) 

Sphere Making 

Bob Haines -  Faceting 

Junior 

Rock 

Pile Membership 
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Jim Yanda ~ Faceting 

Admissions 

Gem Hunt 

Grab Bag Table on Friday 

Silent Auction 

WSU Scholarship Presentation 
Students at the Touch Me display 

Spin the Wheel 

New Member 
Crissy Vitkus 
shows off her 

find 

Jim Ballou - taking a 
break from announcing. 
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Carolyn White, Editor 
2225 N. Fountain 

Wichita, KS  67220 
editor@wgmsks.org 
www.wgmsks.org 
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TIME VALUE 
DO NOT DELAY 

«Name», «Type» 
«Name 2» 
«Address» 
«City State zip»  «Sort Field» 


