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Flint, Chert, Jasper or ñWhat-Have-Youò? 
By Lawrence H. Skelton, Wichita, Kansas 

 Flint, chert and jasper are confusing and      
ill-defined terms frequently encountered by rock and 
artifact collectors and are among subjects of lengthy 
and sometimes heated      debate among profes-
sional mineralogists, petrologists and stratigraphers. 
Of the words, flint has precedence in age deriving 
from an Old English/Low German word ñflintò which 
meant ñstone splinter.ò Chert , a word of unknown 
origin, first appeared in print in 1679. Jasper entered 
English around the year 1300 from Anglo-French via 
Latin ñiaspisò and ultimately an ancient Akkadian 
word  ñyashupu.ò  In recent years, the term flint has 
been used more in archeological studies and chert is 
most often used in geologic studies. 

 All three are composed of quartz ï SiO2 and 
general agreement is that chert and flint are the 
same item, differing only in coloring: chert is white or 
lightly colored and flint is dark. Jasper often is       
regarded as red, yellow or green chert.  Dissension 
begins at that point. The problem is one of crystal 
size: whether one, two or all the three are cryptocrys-
talline, microcrystalline or fibrous. The American Geological Instituteôs (AGI) Dictionary of 
Geological Terms (Third Edition) defines cryptocrystalline as ñconsisting of crystals that are 
too small to be recognized and distinguished under the ordinary microscope.ò  The same 
source defines microcrystalline as ñconsisting of crystals that are visible only under the     
microscope.ò Chalcedony, a quartz rock not yet discussed here ñis commonly microscopi-
cally fibrous and . . .is the material of much chert.ò AGI defines jasper as ñA variety of chert 
associated with iron ores and containing iron-oxide impurities that give it various colors, es-
pecially redò or ñAny red chert or chalcedony, irrespective of associated iron ore.ò 

 The preceding paragraph serves to explain the opening sentence of this article. 

Chert and flint are defined by color but the composition of both as well as that of jasper 
seems to be uncertain other than being silica. Some mineralogy texts describe jasper as 
microcrystalline and other texts classify it as cryptocrystalline. Most recent studies agree 
that chalcedony is fibrous. Having examined both dark flint and light-colored chert with a 
standard optical microscope, I opt for the cryptocrystalline description. There usually are 
small areas of micro crystals of quartz but they appear to have formed secondarily. 

 Nomenclature of chert, jasper etc. seems to be of lesser importance to professional 
geologists than does the origin of the rock. All originate as a sedimentary rock although it is 
obvious that some are replacements of limestone or dolostone and others are precipitates of 
some sort. Replacements are generally referred to as ñnodularò or ñvein chertò and the 
sometimes massive precipitate type chert is called ñbedded chert.ò 

 

(Continued on page  9) 

 Chert artifacts from Kansas  
Photo by Amber Skelton  



 

Board of Directors 

President ........................ Tony Giardina...................... 316-214-8227 

karen@van-m.com 

Vice-President .............. Peggy Maggardé................. 316-742-3746 

gandpmaggard@wildblue.net 

Secretary .................Monica Turner-Williamsé...é..316-744-1568 

rockhunter@cox.net 

Treasurer ....................... Sandy Whiting ..................... 316-744-8848 

hoglips@aol.com 

Membership ..................Susan Bannon ....................... 316-689-8256 

Editor ............................ Carolyn White....................... 316-250-6182 

carolyn.white1@cox.net, editor@wgmsks.org 

Field Trip ...................... Lyle Koerper .éééé.é316-722-7115 

Publicity......................... Leo Heidebrecht................... 316-260-4591 

leomar@cox.net 

Show Chair .................... Gene Maggard...................... 316-742-3746  

gandpmaggard@wildblue.net 

Finance ............................ Bob Hainesééééé...316-683-9021 

bobh67218@yahoo.com 

Director 2012éé...é..Naomi Matney.éé.éé316-265-2665 
Director 2013éééé..Ardis Cruzéé...ééé316-218-0250 
Director 2014éééé..Don Athertonéééé..316-685-2725 
 

Appointed Officers 

Cheer .......................éDebby Mooreéééééé316- 

Curator..................... Greg Weisbrod .......................... 316-686-1810 

Federation Rep......... Bill & Janet Smith .................... 620-296-4652 

beetlebill@kanokla.net 

Gifts .............................. Paul Radiel ............................ 316-777-4174 

Historian ....................... Mary Clough ......................... 316-943-1785 

Hospitality .................... Debbie Winton .................... 316-841-8773 

cwinton@pixius.net 

Insurance/Propertyé. Peggy Maggard ..................... 316-742-3746 

gandpmaggard@wildblue.net 

Junior Leader ................Elizabeth Hixon.....................316-651-0054 

junior@wgmsks.org 

Librarian ......................... Jim Yanda é....................... 620-455-2419 

oxford@oldwiz.net 

Webmasteréééé..éDiane DeGoodéé...é..316-794-8391 
 

Dues:   
Club Year September 1 - August 31 

Adult Membership ................................................................................. $10.00 

Junior Membership (13-17) .................................................................. $ 5.00 

(must have adult sponsor) 

Quarry Quips Subscription ONLY ..................................................... $ 8.00 
 

Please send dues to:  WGMS Treasurer,  
c/o Susan Bannon, 11825 E 1st St N, Wichita KS 67206-2732 

 

Our Annual show will be: 

April 20, 21 & 22 2012 
Rocky Mountain Minerals 

The Wichita Gem and Mineral Society Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit,               

tax-exempt, educational organization. Our purpose shall be exclusively         

educational and scientific; (a) to increase and disseminate knowledge of 

the earth sciences pertaining to minerals, gems, rocks, artifacts, and 

fossils and similar subjects; (b) to promote and perpetuate knowledge 

of the lapidary arts; © to encourage field trips to study the earth sci-

ences, particularly of geology and mineralization in place and (d) to 

encourage greater public interest and education in gems, fossils and 

minerals, cooperating with established institutions in such matters. 

The Wichita Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. meets the fourth Sunday of 

each month at 2:00 p.m. in Room 101, Geology Building, Wichita State 

University. - Except - January (Anniversary Party); April (Annual 

Show); August (Picnic & Auction). (November and December meetings 

are subject to University holiday closings.) Times and locations to be 

announced/published. WGMS does NOT offer classes or workshops. 

Board meetings are held on the Monday preceding the General meeting 

at places announced and/or printed in the Quarry Quips, the official 

bulletin of the Society. ALL members are urged to contribute material 

for publication in  the Quarry Quips, the deadline for ALL articles is 

the Friday following the General meeting. All articles should be submit-

ted by e-mail to: editor@wgmsks.org or snail mail to: 

Carolyn White 
2225 N. Fountain 
Wichita KS 67220 

Club mailing address: 

Wichita Gem and Mineral Society Inc. 
PO Box 1464 

Wichita KS 67201-1464 
Web Address: www.wgmsks.org 

 

The Quarry Quips is published monthly by the Wichita Gem & Mineral    

Society, Inc. Articles printed in this newsletter are the experiences 

and/or opinions of the individuals submitting them, they do not    

necessarily reflect the  views or opinions of the Wichita Gem & Mineral 

Society or the editor. We are not responsible for their authenticity, 

safety, or reliability. Caution and safety  should always be practiced 

when trying out any new idea. Articles written without a byline are 

written by the editor. 

Copyright © 2011 Wichita Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 

Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their authors, other 

societies may use material published in the Quarry Quips provided that 

proper credit is given to the Author (if author is a WGMS member it 

will be so noted in the byline, please include this òWGMS memberó in 

the byline) and the Quarry Quips, and the sense or meaning of the 

material is not changed. 
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  2011 - 2012 Officers   About our Club 
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Please welcome the following new members and add 
their information to your directories 
 

Brittany Miller   BD: 3/23 
853 N. Acadia 
Wichita, KS  67212-3101 
(316) 519-1227 
brittanymil-
ler_09@yahoo.com 
 

Vaughn Sweet   BD: 12/22 
8520 N Broadway 
Park City, KS  67147-8824 
67147-8824 
vaughn1222@yahoo.com 
 

Matthew Warren BD: 3/30 
Lillith   BD:5/11 (junior) 
353 S Rutan 
Wichita, KS  67218-1139 
(316) 250-6896 
mlwarren@gmail.com 
 

Kelly Dixon    BD:  6/4   kldixon806@hotmail.com        
Shannon   BD: 5/16    xtremegardener2016@gmail.com 
2016 E 50th 
Wichita, KS  67216-3207 
(316) 218-7867 

      Membership News  

Board Meetings -  2011 

Oct 17       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Nov 14       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Dec 18       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 
 

Board Meetings -  2012 

Jan 16       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Feb 20       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Mar 19       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Apr 16       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

May 14       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Jun 18       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Jul 16       Gene Maggardôs House              7 pm 

Aug 20       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Sep 17       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Oct 22       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Nov12       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 

Dec 10       Community of Christ Church              7 pm 
 

Next Field Trip - Sat, Jan 7 - Gene Maggardôs Shop 

 

The Year Ahead 

Changes to Bylaws 

 

In our September meeting, members voted to pass the 
following change to our bylaws.    

Article III. Membership, Section 2. used to sayé. 

(3) Life Membership - Any member in good standing with 
at least twenty(20) years of continuous membership 
who has attained the age of at least eighty (80) years 
may obtain life membership status by submitting a 
request to the Board of Directors for approval.  Re-
quests may be submitted by the member or by any 
member in good standing.  Such members shall have 
voting and office holding privileges. 

It will now read as follows: 

Proposal #2: 

(3) Life Membership - Any member in good standing with 
at least twenty five (25) years of continuous adult mem-
bership who has attained the age of at least seventy (70) 
years may obtain life membership status by submitting a 
request to the Board of Directors for approval.  Requests 
may be submitted by the member or by any member in 
good standing.  Such members shall have voting and 
office holding privileges. 

Rodney Koremer   
BD: 2/27 
14130 Cavit 
Wichita KS 67235-9154 
(316) 617-3248 
 

Jeremy Smith  BD: 5/17 
Gabriel   BD: 8/21 (junior) 
2006 E Osage Rd 
Derby, KS  67037-8885 
(316) 260-8661 
jerimsmith@gmail.com 
 

Patti Schrag    BD: 2/18 
5350 SE 100 
Kingman, KS  677068 
316-650-7272 

General Club Meetings - 2011                  

Oct 23       WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 

Nov 20       WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 

Dec 18       WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 
 

General Club Meetings - 2012                  

Jan 22       Community of Christ Church       2 pm 

Feb 26       WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 

Mar 25       WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 

Apr 21-23 WGMS Show 

May 20       WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 

Jun 24        WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 

Jul 22       WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 

Aug 25        Community of Christ Church      12:30 pm 

  (picnic and auction) 

Sep 23       Rock Swap (Saturday)  location and time to  

       be announced 

Oct 28      WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 

Nov 18      WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 

Dec 16      WSU Geology Bldg, Rm 101       2 pm 
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WGMS Board Meeting Minutes 

 

October 2011  

The October board meeting of the Wichita Gem & Mineral 
Society was called to order by President Tony Giardina. 

Carolyn White, Susan Bannon, Tony Giardina, Ardis 
Cruz, Don Atherton, Sandy Whiting, Leo Heidebrecht, 
Lyle Koerper, Bob Haines, Gene & Peggy Maggard, and 
Monica Williams were present. 

Expense voucher for $290.46 to Carolyn White for editor, 
Motions were made to pay the voucher and the motion 
passed. 

Ardis Cruz made the motion to make donation to AFMS 
Scholarship fund in honor of Curley Clough, Peggy Mag-
gard, 2

nd
. Motion passed. 

Peggy Maggard made the motion to approve Patti Schrag 
as a new member, Carolyn White, 2nd. Motion passed. 

Lyle Koerper reported on the Melvern field trip, 51 in at-
tendance.  Oct 22 McPherson club had invited the Wich-
ita club to join their field trip of Greenwood County, KS.  
Nov 19 tentative date for SE KS fossil trip, Moline area.  
Lyle asked for clarification on field trip scouting reim-
bursement. 

Gene Maggard reported on October work day, may can-
cel Nov work day.  Also found enough chains on hand to 
modify show budget, suggested deleting $2000.00 that 
had been budgeted for chain purchase.   

Sandy Whiting suggested changing yearly budget to re-
flect $10.00 instead of $60.00 in bank fees. 

Discussion on WSU scholarship amount increase, sug-
gested to increase by $250.00.  Gene Maggard made the 
motion to modify the budgets, Lyle Koerper 2

nd
, motion 

passed. 

Voucher s were presented for approval. Motions were 
made and passed  to pay the following vouchers:  

¶ $52.87  - Sandy Whiting  - vest material.  

¶ $50.00 - Debbie Winton - class scholarship.   

Carolyn White shared with the board an idea presented 
by Steve Hurlock to add a For Sale/Wanted section in the 
newsletter for members to advertise club related materi-
als.  Alan Degood has offered junior members access to 
his 4-H program to supplement current junior activities. 

Susan Bannon started discussion on changes made to 
the lifetime membership.  Gene Maggard made the mo-
tion that the changes to the bylaws approved by general 
membership in the September meeting be effective Sep-
tember 1, 2011.  Bob Haines seconded, motion passed. 

 

September 2011  
 

The September board meeting of the Wichita Gem & Min-
eral Society was called to order by president Tony 
Giardina. Carolyn White, Susan Bannon, Tony Giardina, 
Ardis Cruz, Don Atherton, Sandy Whiting, Leo Heide-
brecht, Bob Haines, Gene & Peggy Maggard, and Monica 
Williams were present. 

¶ The minutes from the previous meeting were        ap-
proved. 

¶ Tony Giardina , President, recommended that the club 
look into insuring the clubôs fluorescent collection. 

¶ Peggy Maggard, Vice President, recommended that 
the slide projector needs to be retired.  It was unani-
mously approved to dispose of the projector. Peggy 
also discussed the program for Sundayôs meeting and 
upcoming programs. 

¶ Don Atherton passed around sample ballots for the 
bylaws change to be voted on by the entire member-
ship. Voting protocol discussed. 

¶ Sandy Whiting, Treasurer, reported that the books 
balance and brought the finances for annual review.   

¶ Carolyn White said Lyle Koreper had donated a prize 
for the best specimen found on a recent field trip, en-
tries were to be judged at the next meeting. 

¶ Leo Heidebrecht, Publicity Director, reported publicity 
strategies for the 2012 show.  Peggy Maggard sug-
gested looking into free publicity on Wichita360 web-
site.   

¶ Gene Maggard, Show Chairman, announced Jr Rock 
pile and Grab Bag work days for Oct 15 and Nov 5

th
.   

¶ A motion was made and approved to form a commit-
tee to audit the books, Bob Haines as chair, Motion 
passed.  Gene Maggard, Leo Heidebrecht, Tony 
Giardina were asked to assist. Meeting set for Sep-
tember 22. 

¶ Don Atherton recommended keeping the swap meet 
separate from the auction in the future. Location op-
tions were discussed. Decision made to form a com-
mittee to research further.  Don. Peggy, Gene, Susan 
and Lyle. 

¶ Brief discussion of cost of grab bag chains. Options for 
reducing cost were discussed. 

¶ Gene Maggard has acquired a Genie machine  and 
would be willing to sell it to the club for $500.00 and 
store it for club use on work days.  Board discussed 
the possibility of a room/workshop for the club for per-
manent storage and use of saws, grinders and other 
tools along with a meeting room.  Someone would 
have to be in charge of overseeing proper use of 
equipment to prevent damage. 

¶ Motion made by Carolyn White to adjourn, seconded 
by Sandy Whiting. 
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General Meeting - Sep 2011 
Tony Giardiana brought the meeting to order. There 

were no changes to the minutes. 

Lifetime membership ballots were distributed after the 
proposals were outlined.   

¶ Option 1:  requirement of 30 years continuous adult 
membership with no age restriction.   

¶ Option 2: 25 years of continuous adult membership 
and minimum age of 70.   

¶ A vote for neither would leave the bylaws unchanged.  
2/3 of attending membership would be needed to 
modify the current bylaws. 

¶ Initial vote tally revealed no option had received the 
needed votes to change the bylaws so option 2, hav-
ing received 18 votes was now on the ballot against 
no change and membership voted again. 

Don Atherton announced the results of the vote.  Option 
2 was accepted with 28 votes.  25 years of continuous 
adult membership and minimum age of 70 are the new 
guidelines for Lifetime members. 

Susan Bannon reported 31 members are present and 
gave a reminder to pay dues. Amber Skelton, Britany 
Miller and Janet Patterson were welcomed as guests. 
Door prizes were awarded as following: 

¶   Member door prize ï Larry Skelton 

¶  Visitor ï Richard Bromley 

¶ Badge ï Aisha Allen 

Carolyn White explained about the creative story of dino 
blood captured in the selenite collected from a recent 
field trip lead by Lyle Koerper, who also donated a cut 
dugway geode as a prize for best specimen.  Larry Skel-
ton was asked to judge & Janet Gardner was the winner. 

Carolyn White, editor, also announced a signup sheet 
was available for those interested in attending the 
Melvern Lake Field Trip scheduled for 10am October 1. 

Show Chair, Gene Maggard, said Grab bag/Jr rock pile 
work day had been scheduled for Oct 15 at the DeGoods. 

Tony Giardina asked for someone to take over as cheer 
chair.  Debbie Moore volunteered.  Please bring cards to 
the next meeting to donate. 

Debbie Winton presented a program on silversmithing   
She was awarded a club scholarship to take a class and 
has been working on an opal bracelet made of silver and 
22 opals.  She talked about the classes she has taken 
and displayed several pieces and pictures of her work.  
Susan Bannon outlined the application process and    
encouraged others to apply.  Other announcements were 
made including the Wed evening beading bee will move 
to Advantage Beads for the next few weeks. 

Hospitality next month will be headed by Tony Giardina 
and Scott Norton. 

A brief board  meeting was held to approve new mem-
bers.  Welcome Rodney Kroemer, Lilith Warren, Matthew  

Warren, Shannon Dixon, Kelly Dixon, Vaughen Sweet, 
Brittany Miller, Jeremy Smith, and Gabriel Smith.  

General Meeting - Oct 2011 
Tony Giardiana brought the meeting to order.  

Door prizes were as follows: 

¶ Guest -  Amber Skelton  -  bracelet 

¶ Member - June Koerper -  pink pendant 

¶ BadgeðTim Manja -  mineral specimen 

¶ Paul Radiel asked for donations of identified mineral 
specimens for the door prizes. 

Gene Maggard announced that while turn out for the  Oct 
15 work day was light,  they broke a lot of rocks.  He will 
need a few people to break some rocks at home but the  
Nov 5 work day  has been cancelled. 

Gene announced that the  January  Field  Day at the 
Maggards was scheduled for January 7th.  Classes will 
be held in  silversmithing, cabbing, beadwork, wire wrap-
ping and fossil identification. 

Bob Haines reported on the financial audit.  The commit-
tee found all the books to be in order.  He also presented 
the financial statement and budget for the next year. No 
questions were asked by membership. 

Ailene Wilson has been diagnosed with cancer and is 
currently undergoing treatment.  Please keep her in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

Greg Weisbrod has been transferred to Wesley Rehab 
and is making good progress with therapy. 

Bill Smith reported that  RMFMS hopes to have their an-
nual show in Alberquerque NM this year. 

Show and Tell: 

¶ Marci Fleeker showed her purchases from her recent 
trip to Utah: various colors of dinosaur bone, coral, 
turtle bone and much more 

¶ Scott Norton brought some rocks he would like help 
in identifying 

¶ Debby Moore shows some arrow head points she 
received as a gift. 

¶ Jodi Seager brought some singing crystals 

¶ Jerry Simmons brought ammonite fossils he found in 
New Mexico.   

Alan DeGood spoke about the 4H Geology program in 
Kansas.  It began in the mid 1960s by Dr. Wood.  Paul 
Radiel started the SG county program in 1977.  Marvaline  
Ray and Alan DeGood have also served as leaders in Sg 
county.  Lois Larson from the McPherson club is also 
active in the 4H Geology program.  Alan shared informa-
tion about the program goals, efforts to raise the standard 
of education throughout the state, state fair display re-
quirements and field trips.  Larry Skelton assisted with 
editing  the  4H  educational packets and also assists in 
judging at state fairs.  The possibility of more joint field 
trips with WGMS and 4H is being explored.   
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Planning by the Show Committee continues for the 2012 
show.  Dealers and demonstrators are being contacted.  
Publicity is being planned.  This is kind of the quiet time 
before things really get popping. 

Exhibits from WGMS member collections to support our 
theme of ñRocky Mountain Mineralsò need to be planned.  
We want to fill the 4ôx4ô glass special exhibit case with 
large, quality mineral specimens from the Rocky Moun-
tain area.  The name of the mineral and locality must be 
known and proper labels prepared.  We are asking that 
club members take a look at their collections and nomi-
nate specimens for exhibition in the special exhibit case.  
In addition to mineral species and origin we also need to 
know the approximate size of the nominated specimens.  
The show committee will select the specimens to go into 
the special exhibit case.  We need to have this process 
completed by around the first of the year in order to get 
the information into our publicity. 

Junior Rock Pile Work Day ï We had a very light turnout 
for the September workday.  Lyle, Alan and I were there 
from the Wichita area, and Larry and May Springer and 
their grandson, Jacoby, drove down from Topeka.  Thank 
goodness they did or not much would have gotten done.  
We had four ladies inside working on Grab Bags, Caro-
lyn, June, Peggy and Diane.  No show committee meet-
ing was held since we did not have a quorum.  We did 
get 32 buckets of rocks processed, bringing our inventory 
to 60 buckets.  That is close enough to what we need that 
we canceled the November workday. 

Show Committee Meeting ï Since we did not have a 
show committee meeting at the DeGoods we better have 
one in November.  We will have a Show Committee 
meeting at 7pm on Monday, Nov. 14 just prior to the 
regular board meeting at the Community of Christ 
Church.  A major topic that we need to cover is selecting 
a show theme for 2013.  Bring your ideas to the meeting. 

We could still use a couple more Show Committee mem-
bers.  Let me know if you are interested  

 

 

New Show Committee Member ï Hooray!!  I somehow 
convinced Ardis Cruz to take the Volunteer Coordinator 
position.  This is not an easy job and requires hours of 
telephoning towards the end of March to fill all the holes 
in the volunteer signup sheets.  THANK YOU, Ardis! 

¶ Thank you to  Mary Skelton for sewing 700 ...yes I 

said 700 grab bags!  Youôre the bomb! 

¶ Thank you Glen Schultz for donating sapphire gravel 
to the club for use at the Gem Hunt! 

Show Report 

 By Gene Maggard  

Note: Additional people are needed to serve on the Show 
Committee. 

 If you are interested in any way, please call 
Gene Maggard, show chair, at  742-3746.  
Ideally weôd like to have 2 people in each 
spot.   

Donôt know what youôd enjoy helping with?  
That is ok, pick one.  Next year try something 
else!  Some one already assigned to the area 
you are interested in?  Thatôs ok too.  We like to share! 

Current Show Committee Members  

 

 

2011 Show Committee 

Chairman Gene Maggard 316-742-3746 

Admissions Peggy Maggard 316-742-3746 

Announcer Lisa Scheibmeir 620-727-5590  

Dealers David Hardin 316-946-0008 

Demonstrators Debby Moore 316-524-6001 

Electrical Greg Weisbrod 316-686-1810 

Fluorescents Scott Norton 316-258-7954 

Gem Hunt David Hardin 316-946-0008 

Grab Bags Carolyn White 316-250-6182 

Hospitality Debbie Winton 316-841-8773 

Junior Rock Pile Alan DeGood 316-794-8391 

Education Day 
Pat Clough-McCombs  

Mary Clough 

316-210-7380     

316-943-1785 

Security Tony McClaflin 785-489-2248 

Set Up Lyle Koerper 316-722-7115 

Silent Auction Larry Skelton 316-722-1267 

Special Exhibits OPEN  

Special Programs Peggy Maggard 316-742-3746 

Volunteer Coord Ardis Cruz 316-218-0250 

Wheel Marci Fleeker 316-262-8392 

President Tony Giardina 316-214-8227 

Membership Susan Bannon 316-689-8256 

Publicity Leo Heidebrecht 316-260-4591 

Secretary Monica Williams 316-708-3488 

Webmaster Diane DeGood 316-794-8391 

Editor Carolyn White 316-250-6182 



 Page 7  QUARRY QUIPS                         WICHITA GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY ~ WICHITA,  K S                               OCT/NOV 2011 

  
 

  
 
 
 

 

Field Trippers Explore óDinosaur Battlegroundô 
By Lyle Koerper, Field Trip Chair  

Just ask any of the 16 WGMS members and guests who participated in the field trip to Gypsum Creek in Southeast 
Wichita September 17 about this being an area where dinosaurs once battled.  Everyone found the blood red stained 
gypsum.  The claim is true.  This is an area where once not so friendly dinosaurs met.  The blood red stains are ñspoofò 
positive. 

The heavy rain earlier in the morning meant that the creek was running high obscuring the much of the gypsum forma-
tions.  But the bank provided some collectable material.  The weather was good and we had a great time. 

Winner of the collector bringing the ñmost outstandingò specimen to the September 25 meeting is Janet Garner who 
found a twinned selenite crystal.  She received a cut and polished Dugway Geode.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left: Janet Garner and Caelan Schuman enjoying Gypsum Creek 

Top Right: Member Caelen Schuman and guests Ben and Katrina Johnson examine Caelenôs find 

Bottom Right: Miklos  keeps an eye out for dinosaurs while Gabriella gathers specimens 

Center Right:  June Koerper breaks out the power tools as we put our field trip paraphernalia away. 
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Nov. 19  Field Trip Postponed 

What Are YOUR Ideas? 
By Lyle Koerper, Field Trip Chair  

Due to some unforeseen scheduling conflicts we are 
putting the fossil field trip planned for Nov 19 on 
hold until the spring.   

Weôre looking for ideas about field trips.  Is there a 
location you would like to go to on a field trip?  
Would you be a leader?  What about visiting a mu-
seum  --  McPherson, Topeka, Hays?  What about 
visiting in mass another club, such as McPherson? 

Here are some field trip ideas in planning stages.  In 
January there will be the annual day of classes at 
the Maggards.  Digging in the Kansas Salt Flats will 
be good for early spring.  Visiting Bill and Janet 
Smithôs museum in Hardtner, KS, followed by col-
lecting in nearby ranch lands will be another day-
long trip.   There are still things to find in Western 
Kansas, probably requiring an over-night.   Several 
have asked about Oklahoma rose rocks, so weôre 
looking into that. 

But you donôt have to rely only on organized WGMS 
trips to have a good time and find neat things.     
Organize yourself and perhaps a few others and 
GO.  If you want ideas of places to visit, contact me 
and/or other WGMS members. 

There are also some places for rockhounding requir-
ing more travel and overnight stays.  In future news-
letters Iôll provide more details.  January and Febru-
ary are good times to go to Arizona for Quartzsite 
and Tucson shows.  You donôt have to spend a lot of 
money to enjoy the awesome stuff the many ven-
dors have.   

Also, you can do your own hunting in proven areas.  
In March Deming, New Mexico, has a great show 
with organized field trips.  Denver has a major rock/
fossil show in September (we just  missed that).  
And, consider the shows listed regularly in Quarry 
Quips.    

Melvern Lake Field Trip: Big Success! 
By Carolyn White  

WGMS was joined at the Melvern lake field trip by our local 4-H 
group and the McPherson Gem and mineral club.  There were 
51 people in attendance.  We started out at the lake shore 
gathering marine fossils.  Shannon Dixon, one of our new 
members, found an excellent coral specimen and we all found 
several varieties of shells.  My nieces and nephew managed to 
gather several future amphibian fossils, but had to let them go. 

Our second stop was the Burlington museum.  They have a 
nice collection of antiques that are artfully displayed and sam-
ples of fossils and minerals from the area.  The all time favorite-
part of the museum was the jail ~ my crew spent most of their 
time in the cell and were quite disappointed to hear that I had 
bailed them out. 

We ended our day at the quarry where we found lots of cri-
noids, corral and sponges.  Kudos to Tony McClafin, who or-
ganized the field trip.  We all had a great time.  Nice weather, 
great company and fossil findingé.it doesnôt get much better 
than that! 


