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Information above from http://www.about-birthstones.com/octoberbirthstone.html 
Information below and all photos from http://geology.com/gemstones/opal/boulder-opal.shtml 

Check out this website for more information on opals.  
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"Light opal" and "white opal" are 
terms used for opal material that has a 
white, yellow or cream body color. 
This is the most common body color 
for precious opal.  
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"Fire Opal" is a term used for opal material that does not display a "play of col-
ors". Instead, it has a bright color throughout the stone. Fire opal is often transpar-
ent to translucent. These stones can be cut en cabochon or faceted. The transparent 
stones are most often faceted and the translucent stones most often cut into cabs.  

"Crystal opal" is a term used for a 
transparent to translucent opal material 
that has a play of color within the 
stone.  

"Black opal" is a term used for opal that has a dark body color - often black or dark 
gray. The term is also used for opal that has a dark blue or dark green body color. 
The dark body color often makes the fire of black opal more obvious. This contrast 
of fire color to body color makes black opals very desirable and sold for high prices  

"Boulder opal" is a term used for a rough or a cut gemstone that displays opal 
within its surrounding rock matrix. Opal often forms within voids or fractures in 
its host rock and specimens of boulder opal reveal this aspect of opal's origin. The 
contrast of color can be striking when a bright flash of opal is seen within a the 
surrounding rock material 
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Tex Gough          BD: 9/16 
824 Whipporwill Rd 
Derby, KS  67037-3624 
316-788-4593 
Texg_2000@yahoo.com 
 
Richard Moore    BD: 7/22 
PO Box 92 
Hopkins, MO 64461-0092 
660-265-6072 

Please welcome our newest members and add their     
information to your club directory. 
 
Alan Snider       BD: 7/14 
134 N. Armour 
Wichita, KS  67206-2002 
316-260-5191 
asnider@cox.net 
 
Jan Stalcup          BD: 1/8 
2283 SW Butler Rd 
Benton, KS  67017-9052 
316-778-1565 
foxtrotnem@sbcglobal.net 
 
Ron Fenwick         BD: 8/15 
1338 N. Westview 
Derby, KS  67037-2919 
316-788-4470 
316-204-8612 
leewick@cox.net 
I 

If your dues aren’t current mail them to Ardis Cruz at:: 
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I realized two things at the meeting on Sept 
26th.  First, I realized that a lot has changed in the 
practices and procedures since I was last president in 
2000 and the second thing I realized is that I really 
don't remember much about how to be president.  I 
am sure going to need some help and forgiveness this 
year! 
 
I am going to fumble for two or three months but noth-
ing will hold back this club.  The members who 
are elected, appointed and just helping out where 
needed are the lifeblood of WGMS.  I really appreciate 
all of you! 
 
The next opportunity to help out will be on October 
31st at our next work day.  We need everyone- strong 
rock breakers, bag fillers, smart sorters and good 
cooks!  Even if you can't come everyone needs to look 
around and get a bucket of rocks together. Bring them 
to the October meeting if you aren't coming to the 
work day. 
 
In March we will do the Garden Show again which has 
been a great way to get WGMS in front of the pub-
lic.  Lyle really needs some help- anyone who can 
sign on to work with him on managing this event 
please call Lyle or me. 
 
Thanks in advance for your support. 

�����������	�

What happened to the staple in the newsletter? 

The US Postal Service has changed the rules for sending 
bulk mail.  Staples are no longer allowed in the corner of 

the document.   
 

It’s Time for a New Membership Directory 
I will be printing new membership directories in October.  
Take a moment to check the information we have on file 
for you now.  Is it accurate?  Would you like to add an 
email address?  Am I missing your birthday or              
anniversary?  If your information needs to be updated you 
can contact me at 316-250-61852 or at:  
carolyn.white1@cox.net 

 
Cut off date for the 2010 Membership Directory is: 

Wednesday Oct 21st  
Only members who are current on their dues on this 

date will be listed in the WGMS directory.  

�
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· Grab Bag Workers:  Susan Bannon, Carolyn 

White,Peggy Maggard, June Koerper,  Don Ather-
ton, Gabriella Lorik, Alice Piper 

· Junior Rock Pile Workers:  Gene Maggard, Alan 
DeGood, Lyle Koerper, Sandy Whiting, Miklos Lork, 

· Mary Skelton sewed 200 grab bags.    
 

Do you know someone who did something special for 
WGMS?  Let me know so that we can all say Thanks.     
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The next Junior Rock Pile/Grab Bag work date is Sat., 
Oct. 31 at 9am at the DeGoods.  You do not have to wear 
a costume.   It will be the usual format, work in the   
morning, break for a pot luck lunch brought by attendees, 
and a show committee meeting after lunch.  We got 37 
buckets of rocks broke for the rock pile in Sept., and have 
a total of 46 on hand.  We need about another 45     
buckets.  The rock  breaking turnout was light.  We need 
more rock breakers.  Bring your own crack hammer and 
safety equipment. 

A show committee meeting will follow lunch on Oct. 31.  
Main topics will be to review each area for the show, set 
a 2011 show theme, set a date for a Jan. Grab Bag    
assembly work date, and discuss any areas of general 
concern. 

The Koerpers and the Maggards traveled to Joplin on 
Sept. 25.  We attended the Joplin gem and mineral show 
and toured the Tri States museum.  If you ever go 
through Joplin the museum tour would be well worth your 
time.  They have an outstanding Tri States mineral and 
mining collection.  The museum and Joplin club members 
will be providing the special exhibits for our show and at 
least two special programs on the Tri States mining    
history and minerals.  These should be outstanding    
exhibits and programs. 

Rock Necklaces for Grab Bags:  We will have rock necklace 
kits at the October general meeting.  We will need to have 
these kits checked out by members to take home and put 
together.  I think that there are still some kits out there with 
some of you.  I know that we never got all the kits with com-
pleted necklaces turned back in, or even turned back in  
without the necklaces completed.  If you have kits, please 
turn them back in, either complete or, if you are not going to 
complete them, then incomplete.   

See you at the Oct. 31 work day.  (see map below) 

�
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Hwy 54 ~ W Kellogg 

13th St 

18
3r

d 
S

t 

Willow Creek Rd 

 
Note: Additional people are needed to serve on the 
Show Committee. 
   
If you are interested in any way, 
please call Gene Maggard, show 
chair, at  742-3746.  Ideally we’d like 
to have 2 people in each spot.   
 
Don’t know what you’d enjoy helping 
with?  That is ok, pick one.  Next year try something 
else!  Some one already assigned to the area you are 
interested in?  That’s ok too.  We like to share! 
 

Show Committee Members  
 
   Chairman………....…Gene Maggard…….. ....316-742-3746            
   Admissions…..…….. Peggy Maggard.............316-742-3746 
   Announcer……...…...Jim Ballou………….…...316-722-7193 
                                     Lisa Scheibmeir…...…...316-687-1183 
   Dealers……………....David Hardin……….......620-584-4716 
   Electrical……………..Greg Weisbrod..…….....316-686-1810 
   Fluorescents...……...Ray Adams…………......316-942-7006 
   Gem Hunt……...……David Hardin……….…...620-584-4716 
   Grab Bags………......Carolyn White…….….....316-250-6182 
   Junior Rock Pile….....Alan DeGood…….….....316-794-8391 
   Membership……...….Ardis Cruz………..……..316-218-0250 
   WGMS President...…Patti Ballou…….………..316-722-7913 
   Publicity……………...Leo Heidebrecht………..316-260-4591 
   Education Day…..…..Carolyn White…….........316-250-6182 
                                      Pat Clough McCombs....316-210-7380 
   Secretary……..………Susan Bannon…….…...316-689-8256 
   Hospitality……..……..Debbie Winton…….…...316-841-8773 
   Security…………..…..Tony McClaflin….……...785-489-2248 
   Setup………………....Lyle Koerper………..…..316-722-7115 
   Silent Auction……...…Mary Clough…………...316-943-1785 
   Special Exhibits……...Gene Maggard…….......316-742-3746            
   Special Programs…...Don Atherton…….……..316-685-2725 
   Treasurer………..…...Sandy Whiting………….316-744-8848 
   Volunteer Coord……..Patti Ballou…..………...316-742-3746 
   Wheel…………...…….Alice Piper……………..316-264-7273 
   Demonstrators………..Debby Moore………….316-524-6001 
   Editor……………...….Carolyn White…….…….316-250-6182 
   Webmaster………..….Sandy Riekeman….......316-262-7473 
� �
� �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �
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The smallest are oolites, which can be smaller than the head of a pin.  At the other end of the spectrum are the huge 
spherical concretions at Rock City in Ottawa County and Mushroom Rock State Park in Ellsworth County, the largest of 
which have diameters of 27 feet. 

The exteriors of septarian concretions are crisscrossed by a network of ridges, giving some of them the appearance of a 
turtle shell. Geologists think they were formed by the shrinkage of concretions, which caused cracks to form, followed by 
the deposition of such minerals as calcite. When the concretion is exposed to weathering, the softer parts between the 
calcite-filled cracks are eroded and the cracks extend above the surface of the concretion, like ridges or little walls. 

 
Septarian Rock pictures below are from the following web addresses: 
http://www.rocksforkids.com/R&M/concretions.html#Septarian_Nodules,      http://www.flickr.com/,  www.fotothing.com, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concretion,  http://southeasterngeology.org/SedimentaryStructures/ss2.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

Septarian concretions  are a special type of concretion. Concretions are masses of 
mineral matter formed when minerals in water are deposited about a nucleus (such as a 
leaf or shell or other particle) forming a rounded mass whose composition or cement is 
usually different from the surrounding rock. This can occur at the time of deposition, 
shortly thereafter, or after the sediment has hardened. 

Generally, concretions are harder than the rocks around them; therefore, over time the 
concretions can weather out of the surrounding rocks.  Concretions in Kansas are 
formed from any of a number of minerals, including calcite, limonite, barite, pyrite, or 
silica. They vary widely in shape and size.  
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President Patti Balllou called the General Meeting of the Wichita Gem and Mineral Society together at 2pm on Sept 27, 
2009 at the WSU Geology Building.  She mentioned that the Board had met and set the 2010 Calendar (see page 7). 

 
 

The Wichita Gem and Mineral Society was called to order by President Patti Ballou at 7:00 pm on 
Sept 21, 2009 in the Community of Christ Church.  In attendance were Patti Ballou, Jim Ballou, Don 

Atherton, Carolyn White, Gene Maggard, Peggy Maggard, Ardis Cruz, Sany Whiting, Paul Radiel and Susan Bannon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

· Ardis Cruz, Membership, announced he field trip to 
be at Cedar Bluff Reservoir.  We’ll meet at the Lake 
Office at 10:00 am. 

· Ardis presented the following applicants for         
membership:  Ron Fenwick, Tex Gough, Richard 
Moore, Alan Snider, Jan Stalcup Ardis moved that 
the applicants be accepted as  members. Gene     
Maggard seconded.  Motion carried 

· Gene Maggard said our next workday would be at 
Alan DeGood’s, meet at 9am, covered lunch, show 
committee after lunch.  If you can come it is a     
fabulous relaxed setting and fun.  Possible future 
workdays were discussed for January 9th or 16th. 

· The board went over the upcoming calendar for the 
next year ( see page 7). 

Gene Maggard, show chair, announced the show     
delegates for Oct 10th, Bill and Janet Smith.  Peggy and 
Gene Maggard will be the alternates.  He said Rocky 
Mountain Federation Leader Guides will come for the 
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  
Rocky Mountain Federation Directory are free to those 
who want it. 

 

Sandy Whiting, treasurer, gave Gene Maggard the 
books for the annual audit.  Sandy then presented the 
following vouchers for payment: 
· Post Master       Imprint Fee & Postage        $605.00 
· Don Atherton     Video Rental                  7.07 
· Intrust Bank       Post Box Rental                     14.00 
Paul Radiel, Director, moved that the vouchers be paid. 
Gene Maggard seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
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· Joe Cruz, Filed Trip Chair, said the field trip would 
be Oct 3rd and 4th.  We will meet at the Cedar 
Bluff Park Office at 10:00 am.  Handouts and Maps 
were available. We will camp out on Saturday night 
and hunt rocks again on Sunday. We will gather       
septarian nodules, fossils, and petrified wood. 

· Leo Heidebrecht, Publicity, said as the April Show 
nears, club members are asked to take at least 10 
flyers and pass them out amongst coworkers,      
relatives and friends. 

· Gene Maggard, Show Chair, said we have 46    
buckets of rock broken up.  We need about 100.  
The next workday will be Oct 31st at Alan          
DeGoods.  Some will be breaking up the rocks, 
while others will be bagging specimens.  It is a lot 
of fun.  You can take out your aggressions on the 
rocks out back or stay in the DeGood’s beautiful 
home bagging    specimens, talking nonsense, 
solving the world’s problems, or just getting to 
know one     another.     Covered dish lunch!! 

· Rocky Mountain federation show - Bill and Janet 
Smith will be our delegates.  Peggy and Gene 
Maggard will be the alternates. 

· The theme for our next show is Tri-State Minerals.  
Gene Maggard said the Joplin Museum has a fabulous 
display of mining equipment from the past and lots of 
mineral specimens.  They could make 2 fantastic    
special exhibits. 

· Jim Ballou, Director, mentioned wonderful Gem and 
Mineral displays at the Kansas State Fair.  He’ll check 
with Larry Skelton and Alan DeGood and see if they 
can help to obtain some of the displays for our show. 

· Gene Maggard reported on the financial audit.  He said 
they were in good shape and Sandy was doing a great 
job.  President Patti Ballou had the rest of the audit 
committee stand and thanked them for their hard work.  

· Paul Radiel, Director, asked that all those who took the 
doublet and triplet kits to bring back their finished work 
at the October meeting.  He’d like to see it and will 
judge them.  At the January meeting he will issue 1st, 
2nd and 3rd places. 

· The August Auction was very successful.  We sold out 
of everything. 

· Ardis Cruz, Membership, said there were 46 members 
present and 2 visitors -  Harley Sayle and Sara Kedder.  
Sara won the visitor door prize.   
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General Club Meetings                   

Oct 25         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 10   2 pm 
Nov 22         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Dec 20         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Jan 24         Community of Christ Church 2 pm 
Feb 28         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Mar 28         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 

Apr 23-25    WGMS Gem & Mineral Show 
          Cessna Activity Center 
May 23         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Jun 27          WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Jul 25         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 
Aug 21         Saturday, Rock Swap & Auction 
  Community of Christ Church 
Sep 26         WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 2 pm 

 

Board Meetings  
Oct 19       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Nov 16       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Dec 14       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Jan 18       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Feb 22       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Mar 22       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Apr 19       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
May 17       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Jun  21       Location to be announced 
Jul 19       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Aug 16       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
Sep 20       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
 

Show Work Days  
Oct 31      Alan DeGood’s    9 am 
Jan      Community of Christ Church  9 am 
 

Show Committee Meetings  
Oct 31       Alan DeGood’s (after work day) 1 pm 
Jan      Community of Christ Church  1 pm 
Mar 22       Community of Christ Church  7 pm 
 

Scheduled Field Trips  
Jan ?      Workshops @ Gene Maggards 
         Learn how to do something new! 

�
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· Ruth Weishaar won the .member doorprize.  Miklos 
Lorik won the badge prize. 

· Dues are Due!  Pay Ardis Cruz please. 
· Carolyn White, Editor and Grab Bag Chair, said 450 

grab bags are sewn.  We need at least 550 more.  
She passed out kits with materials for 50 grab bags .  
If you can help get in touch with Carolyn. 

· Don Atherton, Vice President/Program Chair, gave a 
slide presentation on Crinoids, Bryzoa and Fusilinids.  
He had various pictures of these tiny fossils, magni-
fied so twe could see the various compartments 
within.  It was very interesting.  I did not know these 
fossils, as small as a wheat seed contained many 
compartments, 

 
Show and Tell: 
· Gene and Peggy Maggard brought some druzy 

quartz from Montana.  June Koerper brought a    
conglomerate of  dolomite & 3 other minerals - it 
really sparkled.   

· Judy Caroll brought some Inoceramum from Wilson  
Lake.   

· Don Rhodes brought some corals from Lake Huron. 
· Joe and Ardis Cruz brought samples of the types of 

rocks we would find on the October 3rd field trip. 
 
Member Status Update: 
· Rebecca Giardina had some coronary stints put in 

and is doing fine.   
· Ray Adams has shingles. 
 

In August, Paul Radiel demonstrated how to make     
doublets and triplets.  At the end of the program he gave 
kits to  members who wanted to try making a doublet . 
 
Now it is time to show your skills!  Turn in your finished  
cabochon to Paul in the October, November or           
December meeting.  Paul will critique your work award a 
1st, 2nd and 3rd prize winner.  Awards will be presented 
at the January meeting / anniversary party.   
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via The Rockpile 3/2007 

 
“Curse on thee, little cab, 

Choicest part of a costly slab, 
Traced with care and ground precisely, 

Sanded smooth and finished nicely, 
Why should work so truly fine 

Be displayed right next to mine? 
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Septarians 

Cedar Bluff Reservoir 

Joe & Ardis Cruz 

Angela White,  

Gabriella  & Miklos Lorik 

Merle White 

New member, Ron Fenwick 

Attendees:  
Joe & Ardis Cruz,  

George & Vi Mack,  

Miklos & Gabriella Lorik,  

Merle, Carolyn, Eric & Angie 
White,  

 Susan Bannon 

New Members:  

Ron Fenwick  

Jan Stalcup 
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Oct 19      WGMS Board Mtg   7 pm 
                    Community of Christ Church 
 

Oct 25      General Meeting   2 pm 
        WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 
 
Oct 31       Work Day @ Alan DeGood’s               9 am 
        Pot luck lunch & committee mtg 
 
Nov 16      WGMS Board Mtg   7 pm 
                    Community of Christ Church 
 

Nov 23      General Meeting   2 pm 
        WSU Geology Bldg, rm 101 

�
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October: 
 
     01 Bill Smith, Janet Biven, Colin Workman 
     02 Quentin Askey 
     03  Wuakiya Brunner  
     05 Alice Piper 
     06 Angela White, John Rhoades 
     10 Ray Adams, Delbert Ebersole 
     14 Peggy Stambaugh 
     15 Janet Douglas 
     18 Marci Fleeker, Colby Woods 
     23 Kimberly Ebersole 
     27 Ray Barratti 
     28 David Fleeker 
     30 Ann Ebersole 
     31 Damon Lingafelter 
 
November: 
 
     02 Alan DeGood 
     04 Glen Shults 
     06 Robert Schneiderjohn 
     10 Pat Andra 
     11 Fritz Aeschbacher 
     12 Jimmie Blees, Terry Davis 
     13 Debbie Moore 
     16 Don Atherton, Gail Hamm 
     19 Hope Giardina, Jacob Woods 
     20 Bill Ripper, Bob Nibarger, Chris Winton 
     25 Melvin Lentz, Tim Manja 
     27 Stan Novak 
     30 Bernita Lentz,  Dwight Miller 

OCTOBER: 

17-18--SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI:  42nd show; Ozark Moun-
tain Gem & Mineral Society; Exposition Center, 635 St. Louis St.; 
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; adults $3.50, children 50 cents;  contact 
Floyd Carpenter, 1942 S. Glenstone, Springfield, MO 65804, 
(417) 823-3800; e-mail: ttc65@sbcglobal.net 
 
23-25--AUSTIN, TEXAS: Annual show; Austin Gem & Mineral 
Society; Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Rd.; Fri. 9-5, 
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, seniors $4, students  $1; children  
50 cents; contact Brian Wetzig, 6719 Burnet Ln., Austin, TX 
78757, (512) 458-9546; e-mail: gen-
eral@austingemandmineral.org; Web site: 
www.austingemandmineral.org 
 
NOVEMBER: 

1--SCOTTSDALE (PHOENIX), ARIZONA: Wholesale show; 
Rings & Things; Chaparral Suites Resort Scottsdale (Conference 
Center), 5001 N. Scottsdale Rd.; Sun. 1-5; contact Dave Robert-
son, (800) 366-2156; Web site: www.rings-things.com/Show/ 
 
7-8--OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA : Show,; Oklahoma 
Mineral & Gem Society; Oklahoma State Fairpark, 3001 General 
Pershing Blvd.; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-5; adults $6, contact Arlene Burk-
halter, 1267 Kingbird Ln., Choctaw, OK 73020, (405) 732-0808; e
-mail: maburkhalter@cox.net 
 
13-15--TULSA, OKLAHOMA : Retail and wholesale show; 
Bead Renaissance Shows; Expo Square, Exchange Center, 4145 
E. 21st St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; contact 
J&J Promotions LLC, P.O. Box 420, Williamsburg, NM 87942, 
(575) 894-1293; e-mail: beadshow@aol.com; Web site: 
www.beadshow.com 
 
21-22--HOPKINS, MINNESOTA: Eisenhower Gem & Mineral 
Show; Anoka County Gem & Mineral Club; Eisenhower Commu-
nity Center, 1001 Hwy. 7 (1/2 mile west of Hwy. 169); Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 11-5; free admission; contact Martha Miss, 8445 Grange 
Blvd., Cottage Grove, MN 55016, e-mail: rockbiz8@cs.com 

27-29--ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: 52nd annual show; St Louis 
Mineral & Gem Society; Viking Conference Center - Holiday Inn, 
10709 Watson Rd. (I-44 and Lindbergh Blvd.); Fri. 4-8, Sat. 10-7, 
Sun. 10-5; adults $2, students $1, children 12 and under free; map 
on Web site; contact Melissa Perucca, 1307 Mystic Seaport, Fen-
ton, MO 63026; e-mail: PeruccaM@aol.com; Web site: 
www.stlmgs.stlearthsci.org 

 
Please send show information to editor@wgmsks.org 

For a more complete list of all shows go to: 
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp or refer to a copy of 
Rock & Gem Magazine. 
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Carolyn White, Editor 
2225 N. Fountain 

Wichita, KS  67220 
editor@wgmsks.org 
www.wgmsks.org 
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TIME VALUE 
DO NOT DELAY 

 «Name»,  
 «Name 2» 
 «Address» 
 «City State zip»  «Sort Field» 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED Your Dues are :  :«Dues» 
Members with dues that are past due 10/21/09 
will be excluded from the membership roster.  
Mail dues to Ardis Cruz.  See inside for details. 


